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THE EPISTLE 


d EDICA TORY. 


TO THE 
RARE PATTERNE 
OF PENNANCE, 


nd moſt worthy Myrrour of Repentance , 
the ener-bleſſed Saint, S. MARY 
MAGDALEN-. 


NH 5 ANY ,anddiuers Reaſons I 

find which are wont ro moue 
N and induce men to dedicate 
their Labours vnto others. 
Mmetymes the great Excellency and 
orth-of the perſon is ſuch, that thrice- 
ppy doth he thinke bimſelfe, and moſt 
xy doth he deeme his worke „if it ay 
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NOTE 


This volume has d very 
tight binding and while every 


effort has been made to repro- 
duce the centres, force would 


result in damage 


ledge the full requitall beyond his reach 


THE EPISTLE 
be but graced with the fauour of ſo great 
a Patron. Otherwhiles as well the great 
nes,as the multitude of fauours receiued 
heapeth ſuch obligation vpon a man, that 
without the perpetuall blemiſh of ſhame 
full ingratitude, he cannot auoyd the im 
ployment of his beſt endeavours ; partly 
to ſignify his gratefull mynd , for the be 


nefits received , and partly to acknow 


confeſſing withall his owne vnworthif 
nes of what he hath allready reaped . 

' Againemenare wont to be allure 
with this Hope, that vnder the ſafe pre 5 
tectiõ of ſo Noble a Patron or Patroneſl{ 
their works , otherwiſe ſubiect vnto mi 
ny ſharpe Cenſures , may eſcapetheda 
gerous ſtormes of carping tongues .Be 
ſides, ſome are intiſed , not ſa much wit 
any fauour allready done, or benefit te 
ceiued, or any friend-ſhip as yet obtay; 
ned; but with a longing deſire , an” 
ſtrong hope by this meanes to creep ink, * 
fauour of thels. to whome they thin be 


the 


DEDICATORTYT, 5 
Jtheir ſeruice may 2 — Laſtly 
any are drawne to offer vp their Workes 
pt the feet of Great Men and potent Per- 
onages, becauſe it handleth — matter 
ouching them, their Houſe, or Family, 
{whereby it ſeemeth iniurious vnto them, 
that any other ſhould protect or patro- 
ize the ſame beſides themſe lues whome 
t toucheth ſo neere , Theſe and ſuch like 
re wont to be motiues of their dedicato- 
y Epiſtles, 
FIT For all theſe, and many other rea- - 
ons (O Bleſſed Saint) I find a very ſtrict 
Þbligation , wherby I am many wayes 
Pound to preſent theſe my firſt Labours 
© PF nto thy Worthy Selfe . For if the Excel- 
ency and Worth of thy Perſon be reſpe- 
ed, the Greatnes of thy Sanctity is a 
Ileare argument therof . If Benefits re- 
F-1ued might induce me, myne owne 
Jonſcience is a Faithfull witnes of thy 
any and ſingular fauours towards me. 
und who dare be ſo impious as to carpe 
t my rude lines, when they be honoured 
, A 3 with 


6 THE EPISTLE 
with the Name of BLESSED MAG 
DALEN? Beſides , if Hope of future 
Fauours may allure me, the Benefits al 
ready receiued , giue me not only a ſteed 
faſt Hope, but ful Aſſurãce alſo of greate: 
Fauours. Finally the whole ſubiect of m 
Labours being thy Selfe, thy admirable 
Conuerſion, thy rare Pennance, thy ſin 
gular Loue, and the reſt of thy excellent 
Vertues ; where ſhould my willing La 
bours better be kept, where more ſafel) 
lodged & laid vp, then vnder the golde 
Key of thy Protection; who not only a 
a ſtrong Citty or Caſtle of Refuge heere 
on Earth, but as an impregnable For hi 
treſſe and inuincible Tower from Hea 
uen , wilt protect and defend me? 
Take therfore (Glorious Saint) thi 
little Mice into the rich Treaſure-houſe ſe 
of thy great Aboundance , not conſide 
ring ſo much what the Giuers hand can 
per forme, as what his willing Hart doth 
aſpire vnto, and what in his beſt deſire 
he wiſheth to accompliſh . Remember ( 
Myrrou 


8 THE EPISTLE 
thee ? How can it be worthleſſe, if it be 
graced by thee ? And finally how can 1 
but be beloued hauing relation voto thee: 
Beſides, with this little gift ofmy ne I hope 
to prouoke ſome richer Wit, and deuou- 
ter Hart to offer vp themſelues at thy 
ſnrine, and conſecrate their better talents 
w thy prayſe and imitation. 

| Grant therfore(O Bleſſed Saint }that 
I may not only with my vnderſtanding 
find out the way of this thy happy Pilgri- 
mage of Pennance , and diſcouer the foot- 
ſteps of thy excellent Vertues, but that 
with my Hart I may ſo loue and affect 
them, and with all my endeauours ſo fol. 
low them , that I may one day ariue at 
that quiet port, where there is no feare of 
ſhipp-wracke ; and lo be admitted into 


that Celeſtiall Citty, and Heavenly Pa- 


radiſe, where thou doſt inioy that Beſt 
Part, which moſt happily thou haſt cho- 
ſen, and (as our Sauiour promiſed ) ſhall 
ucuer be taken from thee . 
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DSTI ISLES LIE 


THE PREFAGE 


to the Reader. 


ONSIDERING withmy ſelſe ( Gentle 
Reader) ill men to be wandring Pulgrims in 
thu world, and their lines to be nothing elſe 
but a weary , and tedious Pilgrimage heare 
on Earth, their home being Heauen from whence 1 
are banished by reaſon of iber Pride and Diſoledience; 
I throughly perſuaded my ſelſe , that it would be very 
grate full and pleaſing ynto many, if vnder the title of 
4 Pylgrimage to Paradiſe, | hould write the liſe of this 
Bleſſed Saint: by the which , I ball not only shew my 
ſelfe grateſull for the maniſold benefits I haue recetued 
from ber bounteous Liberality , whereby I am obliged 


to imploy the beſt of my endeauours to her bonour and 
prayſe : but alſo ( 4 hope) ſtir vp the hartes of ſome 
to follow her happy ſteppes , to the ir greater profit , 
ber more glory, and no ſmall comfort vnto my ſelſe. 

. For what wandring. Pylerime would not be 
glad of ſo ſafe a Guide? / P bat ſumer would not reieyce 
at 


* 


10 THE PREFACE. 
at ſo happy a Light ? what VV retch would not fly to ſo 
ſweet 4 H. troneſſe ? or what true Chriſtian would not 
be moued with ſo rare example ? Cuius enim vel 
ſaxcum pectus illæ buius peccatricis lacrymæ 
ad exemplum pœnitendi nonemolliant (ſaith 
S. Gregory ?) For whoſe breſt euen of ſtone, would 
not the teares of this ſinnefull woman moue, and ſoften 
to the like example of repentance? 

haue therfore deuided ber life into divers dayes 
lourneys, according as the grace of the Holy Ghoſt gus- 
ded this Bleſſed Penitent, that we may the better ſee 
the rare handy - worke of the diuine Spirit, and more 
cleerly diſcerne the admirable V ertues of thts happy Pil- 
grime, and be the more forcibly moued to the imitation 

theroſ; and ſo learne how to aſcend from this vale 0 
teares and miſery, vnto the toppe of all comſort and ſe- 
licity , which ſrom my hart I wich to all who shall reade 
this happy Pilgrimage. Read therfore without curtoſi- 
17 , carpe not at the meaneſſe of the ſiyle, but ſeeke to 
imitaſe the Vertues of the Saint 
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PARADISE. 


THE FIRST 
DAYES IOVRNEY 
from Sinne to Grace. 


How Bleſſed Magdalen percetuethh her ſelfe 
in the zulfe of Sinne . 
C HAP. I. 


to paſſe, that the night being ſhrouded in 
ytter 


12 S. Mary Magdalens 
vtter darknes, the weather tempeſtious, and 
the way dangerous, ſhe hauing myſt her ayme 
was led aſide, and ranne headlong ynto her 
endleſſe ruine and deſtruction . For ſuch is 
the crafty dealing of our ancient enemy, and 
ſuch the ſubtile inchaunting of the winding 
Serpent, that vnder the ſhaddow of the ſwee- 
teſt baytes, we deuoure the hidden hooke of 
deadly ſinne; and he being inded the Prince 
of Darknes, transformeth himſelfe into an 
Angell of Light, thereby to wreke his teene 
vpon the Image of God, and be reuenged of 
thoſe to whome the inheritance of the King- 
dome of Heauen doth belong. Into the ia wes 
of this foule Fiend was our poore Pylgrim 
fallen, who {ſeduced with this falſe light, and 
eruedarknes , ſaw not the dangerous pit of 
her owne perilland perdition. 

2. About which tyme the Orient Sunne 
of Tuſtice began to diſperſe theſe myſty 
Cloudes , and ſpread his gladſome beames 
ouer the Land of la, wherby our wandring 
halfe-lot Pylgrim did petce ĩue a moſt cheer- 
ſull dawing of a happy dav to be at hand :by 
whoſe neere approching light ſhe might caſt» 
ly diſcerne the certayne perill and iminent 
danger ſhe was in. And therfore ſee ing no 
other remedy, in the middeſt of the — 

ner 
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- Pilgrimage to Furadiſe. 13 

her miſcarried Fortune, ſhe caſt the ſtrong 
anker of her Hope, not in the ſand, but vpon 
the immoueabſe Rocke Cn ir IESVSs, with 

vndoubted faythʒthat ſo ſhe might eſcape the 
danger of this ſwallo w ing gulte of ſinne. 

3. Seeing now the perillous eſtate ſhe 
was drawne into, & the inſinit good which 
ſhe had almoſt loſt; he needed no further in- 
ſtigation todriucher forward, and make her 
ſtriue to get forth of the mylerics ſhe had ſo 
long, aud( ala) too long imbraced. And thei- 
fore making vic of the light already recei- 
ued, I imagin the brakeforth into theſe or the 
like ſpeaches . Almighty & euer- liuing God, 
grant, that from my bart I may deſire thee, 
deſir ing to ſeeke thee, ſeeking to find thee, 
finding to loue thee, louing to obtayne for- 
giuenes of my ſinnes, and being forgiuen ne- 
uer more to offend thee, 

4. But yet the better to vnderſtand the 
pittifull eſtate of this our ſtragling Pylgrim , 
let vs imagine with our ſeiucsa foriorac and 
deſolate Traueller, in a ſtrang and vnknowne 
Countrey, in a darke, rainy, and tempeſtious 
night, having vtterly loſt his way, to fall 
into ſome deep and hideous pit, not ſo much 
filled wi h water, as repleniſhed with all kind 
of venimous and poyſoning Serpents, Ad- 

ders, 


14 S. Mam Magdalen 

ders, Snakes, Toades, and the like, amongſt 
which this poore wretch ſhould remayne all 
night, not knowing which way to turne 
hinſcltetogetforth , by reaſon of thedepth , 
or little dreaming what danger he was in, by 
realon of the darknes of the night,not giuing 
him leaue to bebold theſe hideous Monſters, 
But if the cheerfull light of the Sunne ſhould 
but begin to diſcouet vnto him the manifeſt 
danger he were in, and lay open to his view 
the vencmous ranke wherwith he was be- 
ſet , doubtleſſe with all his powers he would 
ſtriuc, and with all his forces ſtruggle , neuer 

cealing with his loudeſt voyce tocry and call 

for help. that he might be fteed from this ſe- 
cond Hell. 

5. Into a far more dangerous gulfe, and 
ſwallowing whirl-pit was poore MA GD A- 
LEN drawne, and caricd downe ; little mar- 
king thedanger ſhe wasin ,or once thinking 
ot the thicke muſter of ſuch Helliſh Furies 
who wayted to deuoure her; vntill the ſhi- 
ning beames of the d iuine Spirit ſent from 
the Sunne of luſtice CuAISTIESVS, diſ- 
perſed the myſty cloudes of darke ignorance, 
quickned her dimme fight, and opened her 
drow ſy eyes to behold her owne miſery ,that 
ſhe might cry with the Kingly — 
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Pilerimage to Paradiſe . I; 


fixw ſum in limo profundi: I ſticke in the ſlymy 


mudde of the bottome of the decp. 4d nili- 
lum redatiws ſum, & neſciui: I am brought to no- 
thing before I wasaware : therfore de profun- 
dis clamaui ad te Domine, Domine ex audi yocem mea , 
from theſe deepes I cry vnto thee, o Lord, 
Lord harken vnto my voyce. 4byſw abyſſum 
inuocat , one depth calleth ypon another: the 
depth of my miſery, oLord,crycth and cal- 
leth vpon the depth of thy mercy; therfore 
let me taſt the ſweetnes of thy merciful] par- 
don, Et miſericordias Domini in æternum cam abo: 
and Iwill ling thy mercycs for cucrmore. 

6. Oforrowfull MaGDaLen let me 
bring this comfort vnto thee. God himſelte 
made man is come downe to ſceke thee, ther- 
fore make no delay to come vnto him. The 
Doue being let fly from the Arke, not finding 
where to rcit her foot, came backe againe to 
ſaue her ſelfe. Come backe, come * 
dolefull Doue vnto thy true Noe: For what 
doth Noe ſignify, but Re. Come backe then 
vnto thy true Reſt ; bring che Oliue branch of 
peaccinthy mouth, fornow he is come into 
the world who bringeth peace ynto men, 
pardon vnto ſinners, ioy vnto all. Say not, 
thou art a Sinner, for ſuch he calleth; ſay not 
thou haſt offended him, for ſuch he inuites, 


ſ; ay; 
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16 S . Mary Mardalens 

lay not, thou haſt crred ad gone aſtray, for 
ſuch he ſeeketh, and bringerh home, as a ttue 
ſhcepheard . 

7. But(alas) what ncedeth counſell 
Where the dilſeaſe ſuffeteth no delay? or who 
will be deafe when Cunrtisr calleth? who 
ſodilcourteous as not to come when IESVS 
inuiteth? who will not ſell and forſake all, 
to buy the ſield, and find out the infinit trea- 
{ure of the Sonne of God wrapped in hu- 
mane fleſh ? Runne then MAaGbDaALEN,to 
the fountayne of living water, and like the 
wounded Hart neuer ceaſe yntill thou haſt 
quenched thy lingring thirſt . Haſten voto 
the Treaſurc-houle of Mercy, neuer reſt vntill 
thou heareſt thy ſinnes are forgiuen thee, 
Fly vnto the ſure Caſtle of defẽre, wher thou 
ſhale fir ſecure from all thyne enemies, and be 
protected from all thy foes. Aske, and thou 
ſhalt haue carcfull guides to dire thee to 
him ʒ ſecke, and thou ſhalt find his bountifull 
hand rea dy to receiue thee: knocke, and he 
will open the broad gates of his in ſinit merey Ib] 
vnto thee, co 
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Hiw this happy bil rime ſou h: for Chriſt, 
C HAP. II. 


O vv had the dart of diui ne loue woun- 

ded lo deep the panting hat- of Ble ſſed 
MAGDALEN, that her eyes abandoning all 
me ſſengers of ſleep ;her thoughts ſt ill vrging 
her will; ber will againe inploy ing her 
thoughts to inuent ſome meanes how to find 
the remedy for her bleeding hart; het watch< 
full eyes neuer wearyed with looking, if ſhe 
could eſpy her deſired IeSvs; her cares ſtill 
harkening if ſhe could but hearc him named, 
whome now aboue all things elſe ſhe loued; 
her tongue though interrupted with ſighs 
and tearcs , yet louingly demaunded newes 
of her Phiſitian; her feet neuer weary with 
wandring after him ; finally her only reſt 
was to be reſtleſſe in the ſearch of him, in 
whoſe only hand lay the cate of her deadly 
woundes. 

2. Manvtymes me thinkes Hheate het 
blame her ſelfe with the ſpouſe, that ſhe 
could not find whome ſhe ſo much loved. 
Inlefl ulo mes per noctem quæſiui quem diligit anima 
mea; quaſiui & non muent. In my bed in the 
night { haue ſought home my ſoule loueth, 
I haucſought and have not found. No, no 
B Chriſt 
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18 S. Mary Mardalens 
Chriſt is not to be tound by darkn ſſe, but 
by light, for he is Licht it ſelte, neither can 
darknes comprehend him; nor is he to be 
found amongſt picaſures and delights, ſigni- 
fied by the loft bed, in lectulo meo. He is wee- 
ping in pouerty, preaching with bumility, 
curing diſeaſes with charity, ſuffering with 
Patience, dying for Obedience. Therfore 
ſweetMAGDALEN tellme, what was thy 
reſolution?ꝭ what didſt thou ſay vnto thy (elf, 
when thou couldſt not find him ? Surgam, cir» 
cuibo Ciuit atem, per vicos & plateas queram quem 
lieit anima mea . I will ariſe, I will com- 
paſſe about the Citty, through all the wayes 
and ſtreets I will ſeeke whome my loule 
loucth. 

3- Iwillariſefrom the baſe conuerſa- 
tion of a ſianefull life, I will leave the wic- 
ked Babylon, I will enter into the holy Citty 
of Hieruſalem, Iwill ſeeke every nooke and 
corner, vntill I find him, I will ariſc with 
my vnderſtanding to the conſideration of fo 
manifold benefits beſtowed ypon me, with 
ſo greatliberality; I will weigh myne owne 
ingratitude, in being forgetfull of them. I 
willariſe to the contemplationof my intol- 
lerable malice in offending his diuine Maie- 


ſty, to whome by ſo many titles I owe my 
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elfe ten thouſand ty mes. { will compaſſe 


my [clic about with workes of pennance : 
will ſeeke to attay ne vnto his fauour by true 
contrition and ſorrow for my ſinnes zand [ 
will acknowledge them vnto him, with a 
ſtrong & firme purpoſe never more to offend 
him. Iwill ariſe from all baſe affect ions, and 
deſires of the world; my imployment ſhall 
be the contemplation of the Celeſtiall Para- 
diſe;this ſhall be my portion, this my part; 
by this way I hope to find out my beloued 
Spouſe, my Lord, my Maiſter, the Sauiour 
of my ſoule. Thertoreſweet{t Sys hide thy 
ſelfe no longer from me, but let me know ,yb4 
paſcas, vbi cubas in meridie: where thou doſt feed, 
where thou dolt reſt at midday. No labours 
thall daunt me, ſo I may find thee, no ſhame . 
confound me, ſo I may (ec thee ʒno words af - 
fright me, ſo I may heare thec ; no multitude 
be terrible vnto me, ſo I may inioy thee 
Finally nothing trouble me, ſo I may louc 
thee, 
4. Thoudiditſendan Angell to manifeſt 
hy Natiuity to the poore devout, S heep- 
erds; thou gaueſt a glirternig ſtarre to bring 
he three Kinges from the Eaſt to adore thee. 
O what Bleſſed Angell will tell me, what 
ortunate ſtarte direct me, (vweet I tsy s, that 
B 2 Il may 


20 S. Mary Magdale: s 
I may find thee! I do not ſecke thee as cruel 
Herode did to kill thee , but with all loue, and 
reuerence to adote thee. I do not come as a 
proude Phariſie to intrappe thee , but as 2 
poore wounded ſoule to be cured by thee, I 
am the loſt ſheep thou ſeekeſt, and yet I ſeeke 
thee, Thou knoweſt where J am loſt, and 
how much I deſire to find thee. Thou ſayſt 
thou cameſt to call ſinners, O then lett me 
heare thy voyce ; ſonet vox tua in auribus meu; 
let thy voyce lound in my eares, for it is 
ſweet: let me heare it, for I deſire it: hide not 
thy ſelſe any longer from me, the only reme- 
dy of my bleeding ſoule. To dy without thee 
is eternall death; but to liue with thee is an 
endleſſe life . The ſacrifice thou delighteſt 
in (o Lord) is a troubled ſpirit , and an humble and 
contrite bart thou wilt not deſpiſe. This (acrifice I 
deſire to offer yp vnto thee;with ſuch an hart 
I would preſent thee:it it be not to thy liking 
wound it yet more deep, that the bleeding 
of my inward griefe may be a faythfull wit- 
nes of my loue, & the multitude of my teares 
waſh away the guilt of my ſinne, that I may 
appcare before thee. | 
5. I confeſſe (o Lord) that I am ſuncke 
downe into the depth of miſery , yet let not 


miſery preuayle where mercy raygneth 3nor 
ſinnes 
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ſiinnesremayne wherel Es vs bleſſeth. Thou 
halt called me( ſweet Sauiout) and I haue 
heard thee : deſpiſe me not therfore when 
I call ypon thee, Thou didſt laoke vpon me 
with thy cies of mercy, when I loued ſinnes; 
turne not away thy face nowl hate and de- 
teſt them. Thou haſt promiſed that ,who wa- 
keth in the morning ball find thee, thet fore let my 
watchful eies receiue this bleſſing to ſee thee. 
Although I be not worthy to behold thy 
heauenly countenance; yet am I bound to fall 
at thy ſacred feet, andask pardon for ſo often 
offending thee. Ther fore ſince hope differred 
afflicteth the mynd, cale me of this griefe; 
take away this ſorrow from me; let me after 


long ſeeking know how to find thee, for 
Loue ſuffereth no delay, & therfore meruaile 
not that, amore langues , I languiſh with defire 
of thee, 


Hop Bleſſed Mandalen hath notice of Chriſt 
and findeth him in the houſe of the 
Pharifie . Luc. cap. 7. 

CHAP.IIT. 


4 Hr ſhining Sonne oſ luſtice Cu 18 
Iss Vs, now began to ſpread his beames 
of light more freely though the Land of 1ury, 

B 3 and 
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and Fame began to poit to ail parts with the | 
ſhcall report of his life and doctrine, when, || 
our Bicfed MaGDALE N, either by ber 
Sitter Saint Martha , or othetwiſe, came not 
anb to haue notice of him and his ccleſtiall | 
dodrine , but allo to know in porticuler- |} 
where he was: which aſſone as ſhe vnder- |, 
ſtood, takinga box of precious Oyntment , 
the made great haſt vnto the houle ; and ſin- |; 
ding him at dinner with his diſciples and o- |, 
thers, not ſo much as ſaluting any, but bold- |, 
ly ruſhing in, ſhe ranne vato.the Philitianof |, 
her ſoule ; and not daringtolooke him inthe |, 
face whoime ſhe had ſo often and ſo grieuoul- [, 
> Iyoffended ,guided by the mother of all ver- |, 
tbes Humility, ſtanding behind him (he be- |, 
gan to waſh his ſacred fect with floudes of I 
tearesʒ with her beautifull hayre ſhe did wipe 
them; with all love and deuntion ſbe kiſſed If, 
them; and laſtly powred out her precious ff, 
. Oyntment vpon them, to tefreſh them. 8 
2. But ſtay my haity penne, me thinkes 4% 
thou runacſt too faſt, and haſt too ſoone po- b 
ſted ouer ſo rare and fingular an example o 
yertue;giuc me leaue a litle to diſcourſe with 
this holy Penitent, and deuout Pylgrime. lie 
Fell me (oſweetMAacDp ALENn) where isallf 
thy courtcous . i 
neri) 
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nerly thou rutheſt into a banquet not inuited? 
Didſt thou not feare to offend the preſenceof 
him whome thou didſt ſceke, with ſo great 
boldnes ? Didſt thou not imagine thou mi- 
gheſt haue been kept backe by force, and ſo 
haue been diſgraced ? Didſt thou not foreſee 
the murmuration of the proud Phariſie a- 
gainſt thee? Could not the modeſt ſhamefaſt- 
nes of a woman. detayne thee? Did not the 
multitude of thy ſinnes affright thee? Did 
not the rumour of thy badd life and name 
confound thee ? Could not the ynfienes of the 
tyme and place delay thee ? Finally did not 
the very light of IE S Us terrify thee? How 
therfore durſt thou in this ſtrange and vn- 
accuſtomed manner preſent thy lelfe vnto 
him ? 

3. Alas, I ſce thou art to buſie to an- 
{were me, yet I am not fo buſy but Iwill an- 
ſwere for thee. Apelles the Prince of Painters 
omming vpon a tyme to the Citty of Alexan- 
dris, was there receiued with great diſdayne 
by the Payntersof theſaid Citty , and by one 


ple offplnu was feygnedly inuited to the Kinges 


c with 
rime . 


able , that be might from thence be repel- 
led with diſgrace , comming thither , as the 


re is all ing might imagine, vnſent for, as indeed 


nman- 
1 


it happned: for the King moſt diſhonorably 
\ B + com- 


L 
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commaunded him to def arr, it being the eu- 
ſtome that none might approach vnto that 
place vnleſſe he were ſollemnly inuited : but 
Apelles molt ingeniouſly cleared himlelfe from 
tha: blemiſt,'ayirg, he was invited, and that 
ſollemnelyzand being demanded by whome, [i 
lnaching vpacole fiom the ſier he paynted 
{uch aliuely image of him who had inuited 
bim, that he Cau'cd great admiration ,and 
was exceedingly honoured by the King, and 
held in no ſmalleſtimat ion. 
4. But (alas) Apelles his art was not able 
ſo to expreſle the image of him that invited 
h im, as our Bleſſed MAG DAL t bad in her li 
hatt and countenance exprefied and imprin- 
ted the liuely image of IE sy s, who inuited 
her, though others might thinke ſhe was not 
called or invited. No, no, O bappy Saint, 
thou didſt nor come vnto him before thou 
wert inuited, who came to call and inuiteff1 
fianers vnto him: and although he did notfh 
lend viſibly for thee, yet he came himlelfeſy 
viſibly to ſceke thee , and with an inwardſt: 
light anJ ioyfull meſſenger did call thee, andJr 
therfore no breach of courteſy to ſeeke him JC 
nor any impeachment to thy beſt demeanourſt! 
to come vnto him. Vea rather greatdiſcour- 
tely had it been , with the couctous miſer, ire 
ambitious 
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mbitious x or. dug, or flethiy catiffeto ex- 
ule thy lelte . Caperunt omnes ſimul ſe extuſare: 
hey began all to excuſe themiclue:; but thou, 

O Blefled Saint, kne weſt very well tue force 
of him who called thee, the loue of him who 
inuitcd thee, the mercy of him who ſought 
thee -Andrtherfcreaſſoneascucr thou knew- 
eſt, thou didſt prepare thy ſelſe with all due 
reuetence and teſpect to ſceke him ;how thea 
couldſt thou tearg to offend him with thy 
boldnes ? Neither could the fe »re of any force 
detayne thee, where lo ſtrong loue did diret 
thee , quia ſortu eſt yt mors d lectios, becauſe loue 
is as ſtrong as death. 

5. Well didſt thou foreſee the murmu- 
ration of that proud and arrogant Phariſie; 
but what could thoſe yayne words hurt thee, 
where the ſacred mouth of IESVS ready 
was to defend thee . Well might the modeſt 


id notfhad not thy inward bluſh been ſuch. , as out- 
imſelfeſ wardly thou didſt reſpect nothing. The mul- 
nwardſtitude of thy ſinnes might well haue been ter- 
ce, andi rible vnto thee, had not the multitude of 


wiſer, emedy byn to be con founded. The vnfitnes 
bitious B 
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ofthe tyme and place might haue kept thee 
back , but that there is no tyme ot place ynfir 
to follow Chriſt, and humbly to demand for- 
giuenes of our ſinnes. The very tertour of his 
preſence might haue amazed thee, had it not 
been the beſt remedy to delight thee. 

6. Thertorcl ccale to wonder that this 
Bleſſed Saint not with importunity, but v 
ficly , and with ſo great diligence came ſo fat 
to leeke the remidy of her feſtred woundes. 
Let vs therfore marke with attention how 
ſhe proceeded: for doubleſſe her example 
will be profitable vnto vs, and the fragrant 
odour of her excellent vertues farre ſurpaſle 
the fweer perfumes of her precious Oynt- 
ments. Neither without myſtery hath the 
holy Ghoſt guided thepeane of the holy E- 
uangeliſt to let downelo exactly and in par- 
ticuler all her actions. lob was afflicted that 
we might learne; and Toby ſtroken blind for 
our example, that by thele myrrours of pa- 
tience we might leatne to ſuffer: Vt poſteris da- 
retur exemplum patientte, ſayth the Sacred Text, 
that they might leaue an example of in- 
vincible patience vnto all poſterity : yea as 
S. Paul wittneſſeth, Omnia que ſcripts ſunt , ad 
noſt ram doctrinam ſcripta ſunt: All things that be 
written, be written for our learning and in- 

ſtruction: 
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ſtruction : and thertore let vs now diſcuſſe 
with diligence this matter of no (mall im- 
portance, and conſequence, 


he excellent Vertnes e the Bleſſe! Saint are 
yet more at large declared . 
CHAP. IIII. 


CCE mulier que erat in Ciuitate pecratrix: 
Behold a woman who was a ſinnet in 

the Citty The holy Euangeliſt making men- 
tion of a Pharific who had invited Chriſt 
vnto his houſe, begins to cater into the def- 
cription of the admirable conucriion of our 
holy Pilgrime, and as a thing very wonder- 
full and ſtrang, he inuiteth ys vato attention 
with an Ecce, Behold : which manner of ſpea- 
king ſign iſieth ſome notable fact to follow. 
What ther forte ſhould we behold? A woman 
that was a ſinner in the Citty . What did ſhe ? 
Aſſone as euer ſhe knew that IESVS dined at 
the houſe of the Phat iſie, the preſently went 
thither with a box of precious Oyntment. 
But perhaps ſome will merucll why S. Luke 
being to paynt forth the vertues of this Bleſ- 
led Saint, beginneth with mention of her 
finnes? This maketh not a little for her prayſe 
and comendation, who oucrcoming ſo many 
difficulties 
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difficulties did come at laſt to exerciſe ſuch 
rare acts of vertue: yea in this doth, appe ate 
the excellent att of the holy Ghoſt, fot lecing 
that ſhe was to be ſo great a Saint, the firſt 
ground being laid of black, the beautifull lu- 
{ter of her vertues might appeare the better, 
and be the more admyted, and therfore he 
bids vs behold, Ecce: which reflection vnto 
her ſinnefull life, doubtles doth giue a greater 
grace ynto her vertues. 
2. Neither muſt we when we heare this 
word Peccatric, to wit a Sinner, haue ſuch 
i nagination that ſhe was a common Harlot, 
nor yet excuſe her ſo much on the gontraty 
fide, that we ſay (he ſinned not at all but ſee- 
med a ſinner; theſe two extremes muſt be a- 
uoyded, For we muſt acknowledge her a ſin- 
ner, ſith the Ghoſpell ſaith ſo, and that the 
was much noted for it, that he calleth her ſo. 
But no matuell that her defectes ſeemed fo 
great, and were ſo ſcandalous in the ſight of 
the world; for being a noble Woman, aud of 
great worth, vpon whom the eies of the vul- 
gar ſort vſe all wayes to be moſt fixed , euery 
thing in ſuch a perſon ſeemeth greater then it 
is;and the more renowned the perſons be, 
the greater the ſcandal if their falt be known, 
And this is the reaſon , that Bleſſed M a d- 
| DALEN 
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5A LEN Was accounted a (inner, and ſo by 
he holy Euangeliſt deſcribed , according to 
he fame that ranne of her, and the occation 
ſhe had giuen therof , which now with the 
aboundance of her teares ſhe waſheth away. 
For aſſone as ſhe knew that Chriſt was in 
the houſe of the Phariſic, ſhe needed no tur- 
ther meſſenger , but with all ſpeed the haſted 
ynto him, Vt cegnouit, ſayth the Euangeliſt, 
aſſone as euer ſhe knew , 

Heere beginneth the firſt ſteppe vnto 
all Vertue; hecre is the fountay ne and ſource 
of all good; heeie is the ground and founda- 
tion of our ſpirituall buildiug, to be diligent 
and watchtull in putting in execution the 
diuine inſpirations we haue rece iued, as this 
Bleſſed Saint did. The Euangelicall ſced, 
ſaith Cux ls r, was ſowen in foure places, 
yet it grew but in one: ſo the dfuine inſpi- 
rations we receiue into our harts, either we 
lett them be deuoured by the foules of the 
ayre, that is wicked ſpirits ; or elſe we permit 
the thornes of vices to grow ſo faſt, that the 
choake them;or falling into a hard and ſtony 
hart, bey proue naught for want of the moy. 
ſtureof deuotion . But that which falles in 
the good ground, that which is ſowed in an 
excellent hart, taketh deep toote, & keepeth 

faſt 
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faſt that light alle rece.uco, and maket 
it fructify an hundred fold. ei bum Det retimen 
& ſruttum offerunt in patiemia: they keep the: 
word of God, and bring torth fruite in pa; 
tience. Such was the hart of Bleſſed Mac 
DbALEN, after the Sunne of luſtice had treue 
ſted this darke cloude with his beautitul 
beames of grace ; (he kept it too ſure from th 
foules of the ayte to come neere it; that i 
ſhould not dy for want of moyſture the made 
her head a fountayne, and hereicsſpringso 
ecares to water it; and leaſt the pricking thor-· . 
nes of ſinne might offend it, theplucked them 
vp by the rootes, and in the conſuming fire 
of contrition burned them. O admirable 
diligence , by which the deſerued that the 
Church Gould ſinge in her honour , ab wal. 
fauce Tartari redit ad vitæ limina: from the very 
mouth of Hell ſhe retutued to the gate of 
Heaucn. | 
4. Attulit Alabaſtrum ynguen't: She brought 
an Alabaſter box of oyntment . The box was 
of Alabaſter (tone, very white , full of oynt- 
ment. What is the myſtery of this? Beſides 
the ordinary courteſy of anoynting our Sa- 
uiour his fect , ſhe meant that he ſhould 
mollify her ſtonie hart, and make her ſoule 
white. A fit veſſell for all kind of heroicall 
vertues, 


oicall 
ttucs, 
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ertues , whole [weet pertumes might be 
moſt pleaſing vnto Chriſt; and therfore no 
joubr ſhe ſaid with the Spouſe, Dum efſet Rex 
in accubitu ſuo,nardu mea dedit odorem ſuum: whillt 
the King was in his banquet, my ſpikenard 
ath hath giucn forth it odour. Neither was 


Hie in vayne that ſhe preſented this box of pre- 


ious oyntment vnto Chriſt , and powred 


Iii out vpon his ſacred feet, but that ſinners 


might learne, not only to aske forgiuenes of 
their ſinnes, but alſo to bring vnto Chriſt 
ſuch oyntments as may annoynt his feet, that 
is almes, by which the poore may be tefre- 
ſhed, : 
5. Etflans retro ſecus pedes eius. And ſtan- 
ding behind neere vnto his feet, O Queene 
of Vertues, Humility ! how well thou doſt 
inſtruc thy followers! how fic a place haſt 
thou found for a penitent ſinner whole feet 
had gone aſtray ,to bring her to the ſacred 
feer of him who neuer erred ſteppe : & how 
well was ſhe placed behind him, whole hea- 
uenly countenance and diuine Maieſty (1 e 
thought her ſelfe vnworthy to behold : Yee 
necre vnto his holy feet thou hadſt placed her, 
that viewing well the impreſſion of them, 
ſhe might afterwards the better follow them. 
There might you haue ſeene this heauenly 
| penitent, 
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penitent, the tirit thor cucr came to Chriſt for 
help and remedy of their owne finnes: there, 
Iſay, might you haue ſcene her ſtand coucred 
with a modeſt veyle of true Humility , with 
her eics fixed vpon thoſe Sacred feet; the re- 
membrance of her former life cutting the ve» 
ry ſynewes of her hart, & that bleeding with 
griefe, true contrition purifying her ſoule, 
loue craving for pardon, and her outward 
teares giuing certayne teſtimony of her in- 
ward ſorrow . In ſo much that lachrimis cæpit 
rigare pedes eius: With her teares ſhe began to 
Mater his feet, By which word rygare , to 
Water, is ſignified the aboundance ot her 
teares, and by the aboundance of her tcares 
the greatnes of her ſortow and eontrition. 

6. Plantes which be newly ſet, & flowers 
planted in gardens muſt be watred , that is, 
not only water caſt ſuperficially vpon them, 
but in ſo great aboundance that it finketh 
dow ne throughly to the rootes , & therfore 
much water is required for this effect. So did 
Bleſſed MaGDaLtrtxwhoweprtſo much as 
the Holy Ghoſt would expreſſe the aboun- 
dance of her teares by this word rigare , to 
water zand by thisgiue vs to ynderitand her 
penitent teares, and by theſe outward ſignes 
her inward griefc , her bitter panges, and di- 

uine 
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uĩne loue. But as louc is neuer ſatĩsſied, but 
aſcendeth like ſier; ſo the Bleſſed Macpaies 
in whoſe hart now diuine loue had choſen a 
perpetuall pallace, was notcontent with her 
tearesto Walſh the venerable feet of her Sa- 
uiour, if vnto this extraordinary and ſtrange 
lauatory ſhe ſhould not adde as ſtrange a 
towell to wipe them, and therfore , capillis ca- 
pitis ſui tergebat: ſhe did wipe them with her 
hayte. 

7. O exceſſe of diuine loue ! what ſtange 
effectes canſt thou compaſle ! yea what canſt 
thou not effect! Are not theſe the hayres 
Which ſhe ſo much eſtcemed, that ſhe would 
not ſuffer the Icaſt of them to be mangled or 
diſotdered? Ate not theſe the golden t indes 
whetein (he placed the chictcſt of her ioy? 
Are not theſe the gilded ſpangles, wherwith 
the ayre ſeemed to delight it ſelfe to play? 
and how is it poſſible that the ſhould bring 
them now to this vie to wipe feet? O yes, 
they be the feet of es vs, they be the feet of 
the Sonne of God, they be the feet of God 
himſelfe, they be reliques which ſhe eſteemes 
not only beyond her hayres, but preſers them 
be fore her life, worthy of all reſpect. worthy 
of all honour, worthy of all dutifull ſeruice 


in the world. 
C 8. Beſides 
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8. Beſides thoſe handes,thole eyes, thoſe 
hayres, that hart, which before ſhe had im- 
ployed to offend him, now with all duty 
ſhe doth dedicate vnto his perpetuall ſeruice, 
andthiokesitthe fayrelt ie well that euer a- 
dorned her hayte, if any thing from the feet 
of Cunts should hange in them. And 
now indced ſhe eſteemes her one hayres, 
not becauſe her o ne, but becauſe they haue 
byn honoured with the ſacred feet of Chriſt, 
And as if ſhe had enuied at her owne hayres, 
that they were ſo happy to kiſſe thoſe feet, 
not permitting them to inioy that priuiledge 
alone ,ſhe with her tender lipps attemptes 
the like. 


Thereſt of herexcellentVertues are proſecuted. 
CHAP.V. 


$ whe AB ATV Rpedeseius : (he did kiſſe 
his feet. O how deuoutly doth ſhe con- 
ſecrate her ſelfe peece by peece ynto him, het 
hands, her hayres, her tcares , her lipps, het 
hart, finally all chat ſhe hath , all that ſhe is, 
there ſhe preſents before hisdiuine Maieſty, a 
a burnt Sacrifice for pardon of her ſinnes. 
And now ſhe giues the holy Kiſſe of ſacred 
Peace, in figne thagacucermore ſhe will 2 

im: 
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him: Miſericordia c Veritas obuiauerunt ſibi, Iuſti- 
tis & Pax oſculata ſunt Mercy and true contri- 
tion haue met togeather, Iuſtice and peace 
hath kiſſed one another . And the more to 
ſhe w the yehemency of her kindled affectiof 
ſhe did not only once kifle them, or for a litle 
while, but as Cu n15Thimſelfe witneſſeth, 
continually: Ex que intraui, non ceſſauit oſculari 
pedes mens: Since | entred into the houle , the 
neuer ceaſed to kiſle my feet. 

2. Her ſelf thus diuerſly ſactificed vnto 
him, yet che was not content, but vnguento 
yngebat, ſhe did annoynt them with oynt- 
ment. She would needs annoynt thoſe Bleſ- 
ſed feet with this ſweee refreſhing oyle, in 
recompence (in ſome ſort) of that heauenly 
oyle of gladnes wherewith he bad imbal- 
med her wounded Soule and dying Hart. O 
precious oyntment , and happily beſtowed, 
but yerof low price, or no price at all, in 
compariſon of that heauenly liquour, that 
flowed from thy wecping cyes! O fragranc 
ſmell, whoſe perfume was fit for ſuch a per- 
ſon , yet far infcriour to that ſweet odour 
which did aſcend from thy burning hart. 
Jwhoſe ſmoking incenſe was more gratefull 
then a thouſand oy les. Oyle being powred 


forth ſinketh into the thing it falls vpon, in 
C 2 ſuch 


36 S. Mary Magdalen 
ſuch ſort that hardly, or not at all it can be 
taken out: And the oy le that fell from her 
penitent eyes, left ſuch impreſſion on the 
feet of Cu sr, that no age ſhall be able to 
blot it forth of memory, no iniury of tyme 
ſhall be able to blemiſh it, or any malice to 
defile it. | 

3- Theoyntment no doubt was very 
precious , and might haue-byn powred as 
well ypon his headas bis feet, but that the 
rare Humility of our penitent Pilgrime 
would not permit her ſo much as to looke ſo 
high; but Loue reſerued that duty for ano- 
ther tyme, which ſhe with no leſſe care and 
diligence performed, as after we ſhall declare. 
The ſcope at which this Bleſſed Saint did 
ayme, was no lower then Heauen, therfore 
no meruaile that ſhe la id ſo ſure a foundation 
of Humility, without the which her famous 
Tower of ſo tate Sanity could neither ariſe, 
nor ſtand ʒhut vpon ſuch a ſure ground, ypon 
ſuch a firme & immoueable foundation what 
could be expected ſutable vnto them, but her 
ſingulat modeſty, her ſtrong reſolution , her 
vnſpeakeable grieſc & ſorrow for her ſinnes, 
ſuch rare contrition , ſuch laming Charity, 
ſuch perfect ynion with him, from whome 


ſhe knew ſhe had byn too longe —_ 
ut 
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but now ageine lincked in ſuchſort, that no 
ſtormes, noblaſtes, no labours , no perſecu- 
tions, no deceites, no flatteries could euer 
draw herfrom that happy courſe ſhe had be- 
gun »fr6 that beſt part which the bad choſen, 
rom thoſe thrice happy feet, where ſhe had 
receĩued fo liberall a pardon of her manifold 
faultes and offences committed againſt him, 
and with that generall Pardon, particular 
grace, ncucr more to offend him in the like 


ore. 
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Of the enuious murmuratien of Simon the 
- Pharifie: and hoy Chriſt defended his de- 
uout Pilgrime the Bicſſed Magdalen. 


CHAP. I. 


s the gladſomelight of the ſunne 
is a plcaſant recreation to thoſe 
who can behold it, but very dan 

ecrous vnto the weake fighted 

& ho arc not able to recciue the 
brightnestherof ;cuen ſo ] find that vnto all 
true louets of vettue, the rate example of ou 
Bleſſed MaG DAL muſt needs bea mol} 
gratefull light, and great comfort; but yat 
the proude Scribes and Phariſies, blindes 
with the ſelfe conceit of their owne Sandi 
ty, it could be nothing elſe but ſcandall, cauſ 
| | 0 

/ 


m=_  & My 7 2 


Pilgrimage to Paradiſe. 

of enuie and murmuration: like as from the 
| fame flower the labouring Bee gathereth 
hony, the venimous ſpider poyſon, accor- 
ding to the good nature of the one, and the 
poyloned diſpoſition of the other. And Saints 
from the ſame garden do pluck molt beauti- 
full flowers of the infinite Wiſedome, Power 
Bounty and Mercy of Almighty God, from 
whence the euill diſpoſed take occaſion by 
their owne pride of noſmall hurt, all by mi- 
ſtaken ſcandall, and offence . So that where 
our Bleſſed Sauiour began to open the trea- 
ſure-houle of his Mercy, there the proude 
Phariſic began tothinke much, and withoue 
any further deliberation (aid in his hart: If 
this man were 4 Prophet, he would eaſily know both 
ll who, and what 4 one 5he is who toucheth him; ſor the 
fl is 4 ſinner . But Chriſt who ſaw his inward 
thoughts, vnto whoſeall-ſceingeye nothing 
is or can be hid, giue him a ſharpe anſwere 
with a ſweet demaund, telling him, He had 
4 word to ſpeake vnto him, who anſwered, Mai- 
fer , ſpeake . Then our Bleſſed Saviour as well 
conforming himſelfeto. his capacity, as de- 
 firous to make him giue ſentence again(t 
Ih imſelfe with his owne mouth, he propoun - 
4 dcth vnto him this Parable. 


2, There were two debters vnto a cer- 
C4 taine 
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ta ine vſurer, the one was indebted fine hun- 
drcd pence, the other fifty, neither of them 
being able to diſcharge their obligation, he 
forgaue them both ; which of thole two lo- 
ueth him beſt ? Simon the Phariſie anſwered , 
I thinke be ynto whome he forgaue the greater ſumme . 
Rightly anſwered, ſaith our Bleſſed Sauiour, 
and turning bimſelfe towards the humble 
Penitent, laid vnto Simon; Doſtthou ſee this wo- 
man? I came into thy bouſe,thou didſt not ſo much as 
Line me water to wash my ſeet, but she bath done it 
with her teares , and with her hates bath wed them: 
Thou haſt not given me the kiſſe of peace, but the bath 
neuer ceaſed ſince I entred into thy houſe to kiſſe my 
feet : Thou baſt not annoynted my head with oyls, abe 
with her oynt ment bath done it to my feet; therefore I 


tell thee, many ſinnes areſorgiuen her, becauſe abe bath} ti 
loued much; to whome leſſe is ſorgiuen, loueth not ſo] it 
much, O diuine ſentence flowing from tha u 
eternall fountayn of wiſedome it ſelf ! Ho d 
much was the wiſtdome of Salomon commeny S 
ded , who by offering to diuide the tender in & 
fant, found out forthwith the true mother 1 
and ended the ſtrife! How much was the v 
vpright indgment of the Prophet Daniel ex o 
tolled, who with his heauenly prudencg h. 
found out the deceitfull ealumnĩation of the ir 
wicked Iudges, and iuſtified the innocent} fe 


Suſanna 


> 
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Suſanna | But what wit (o Lord) can admire, 
what tongue declare, or what hart diue into 
the depth ot thy intinit wiledome, who lo 
ſweetly, and yet ſo throughly couldit cure the 
murmuring mynd of the proude Phariſie, 
and withall defend thy deuout penitent ,and 
thy lelfe; and this to make him bluſh , who 
had performed ſo little, and yet could mur- 
mur at her, who had done ſo much. 

3. The cuſtome of thoſe Countries of 
Paleſlina w asi that at the entring into their 
houſes , they waſhed the feet of their gheſtes, 


| gaue them the kifle of peace, and annoynted 


them with a ſweet refreſhing oyle. All theſe 
duties of eourteſie had the proud Phariſie o- 
mitted, and yet had not eyes to ſee, nor hart 
to thinke well of her, who had performed it 
in ſo new and ſtrange a manner. O miſerable 
wretch, looke well what thou ſayſt. Conſt: 


¶ der it againe before thou ſpeakeſt: Peccatrix eſt: 


She is a ſinner, thou ſaiſt. O blinde crrour , 
&wilfull blindnes! O raſhcenſure! She ws 
a ſinner, it is true ;rherforc ſhe is, how kno- 


# weſt thou that? who made thee the ſearcher 


ofthe hartes ſecrecy, whole key is only in the 


hand of God ? How can thy bleard eyes ſee 
$ into anothers hart, who canſt not ſee the mi- 


ſery of their owne Conſcience? Take, hypo- 
C5 Crite, 
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crite, the beame out of their owne eye, and 
then looke for the moate in anothers, when 
thou mayſt better diſcerne it. Thou makeſt 
thy ſelfe Indge where thou oughtſt not, and 
therfore by the juſt judgment of God thou 
haſt giuen ſentence againſt thy ſelfe with 
thy owne mouth, 

4. O wretched wight, couldſt thou not 
be content to murmure at the poore Pilgrime 
but with the ſharpe ſword of thy cutting 
cenſure, thou muſt ſtrike the innocent lambe 
of God ? The Saviour of the world? The 
light of heauen? Hic, ſi Propheta eſſet &c . If this 
man werea Prophet &c. It he were a Prophet 
he would know, thou ſaiſt; and who told 
thee , he knew not both what, and who the 
was? Could it not ſuffice thou didſt codemne 
her for a ſinner when ſhe was iuſtified, but 
thou muſt condemne Chriſt of ignorance be- 
ing fullof wiſedome, yea Wiſedome it ſelſe, 
and infinit Wiſedome ? But Ido not marucll 
that thou couldſt not ſtrike the one but thou 
muſt hit the other. For now ſweet IE SVS, 
and Bleſſed MAG DAL EN were ſo vnited 
that they could not be ſeparated one from the 
other. Neither could the one reccaue the 
wound which ſhould not grieue the other. 
Therfore if pitty canot moue thee to 1 
the 
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he woman who came vnſent tor by thee, let 

hoſpitality conſtrayne thee to pardon the 

gheſt inuited by thy (elte . Or if thou canſt 

not hit the one but thou muſt needs wound 

the other, then pardon both. For he may 

eaſily be pardoned who neuer offended; and 

ſhe deſcrueth al pardon, who ſo much lamen- 

teth that ſhe hath offended. 

5. But Bleſſed MaGDALEN how doſt 
thou ſuffer all this iniury ? what doſt thou all 
this while ? I ſee theu art ſo buſie at thy I z- 
svs feet, thou wilt not ſpeake vnto me. I lee 
thee ſo imployed thou canſt not anſwere me. 
As for the Phariſies raſh ſpeaches, thou either 
doſt not heare them, or not regard them, or 
if thou didſt heare them, where humility 
had taught thee to ſit, Patience had taught 
thee to ſuffer, and Charity to forgiue. And 
more whatneeded any excuſe of thyne, when 
truth it ſelfe did defend thee? Therfore ſweet 
Saint, I now perceiue in what thou didſt 
imploy thy ſelfe all this while. The remem- 
brance of thy former life did afflict thee, the 
poſſeſſion of thy preſent ioy did abſorpe thee, 
the firme purpoſes of future amendment did 
comfort thee : therfore no maruell, that no 
perturbation or calumniation could diſtract 


thee. 
| 6. The 
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6. The ſilly Lambe is ſaſe from the dan: 
ger of the rauening Wolfe, whileſt the vigi- 
lant Paſtout is at hand, And Bleſſed M a 6- 
DALEN ſecure from carping tongues vnde 
the hadow of Chriſt his wings. The houe- 
ring doac is not free from perill , vnleſſe in 
the hollow holes and creuiſſes of the rocke 
nor this Bleſſed Penitent could haue eſcaped 
but yader the protection of this Allmighty 
rocke .Now Bleſſed Saint fit ſecure, waſh 
wipe, kiſſe, and annoynt thoſe happy feet 
whoſe only touch may make thee alſo — 
Loue that mild Phiſitian whoſe heauenly 
balmes can only cute thee. Follow that Pa- 
ſtour whole diuine counſell cannot etre in 
directing thee: and neuer permit thy ſelfe to 
be ſeparated from him, whoſe company i 
life vnto thee. . Is 
7. -Butolouing Sauĩour, detayne not th 
ſelfe too longe with this murmuring Ph 
riſie: although it he in her defence, yet ſhe 
longeth for thee, aud deſireth to heare from 
thy ſacred mouth, that ſhe is pardoned : ſhe 
looketh for thee , therfore ſweet: Saviour 
looke once againe ypon her, and let her heate 
what thou laiſt vato hers | 
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e Vigil How Chriſt denounceth thi ſinnes of the ' 
- K — ſorrowfull Magdalen to be forgiuen. 


houe- CHAP, II. 


— H s proud Phariſie being put to ſilence, 
e and by the ſentence of his owne mouth 
nighty ondemned, our Bleſſed Lord and Sauiour of 


& Iche World, turneth now his diuine ſpeach vn- 
der to his weeping MA'GDALEN, and vttereth 
wy the moſt comtortable words that could be i- 
"PP ? magined for a woman in her caſe. What 
Ns FYfaich he? Remittuntur tibi peccata tua: Thy ſinnes 
5 * be forgiuen thee. O Bleſſed Saint, now giue 
Is "me leaue to teioyce with thee for this thy 
* happy liberty. How glad were the children 
mx OY of Iſrael , when they had eſcaped the longe 
hy Captiuity and ſlauiih leruĩtude of Pharao the 
yr +1 King of Xgypt; but what was that in com- 
by ar iſon of thy ioy, when thou la weſt thy ſelf 
* bed and deliueted from the ſcruitude of Sa- 
from than? How ioyfull a ſight was it vnto the 
* cople of God to ſee a pillar of fire in the night 
uiour P*vP 
to direct them, and a cloude in the day to de- 
Run fend them ! but how much doth thy ioy ex- 
cecd that, who baſt the Sonne of God to di- 
rect thee, and God himſelſe to protect thee 2? 
Vnto the holy Patriarke Alrabim after the 
| conqueſt 


Hes 
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conqueſt of many enemyes, was made thi$h 
promite , Noli timere Abraham, ego protector tu 
ſum , & merces tua magna nimis : Be not affraid 
Abraham, lam thy ſhicld, and thy reward 
is very gteat. But what ſurer ſnield, or grea- 
ter reward can there be expected, then that 
which thou, O Bleſſed MAGDοALEN, haſt al- 
ready obtayned, to wit, ſweet Its vs? Ther. 
fore be not affraid, he will be thy ſhield a- 
rs thy ne enemyes; he will giue thee, yea r 
e will be thy great reward he the guerdon It 
of all thy labours , he the Crowne ot all thy Þ 
Victoryes; he the pay of all thy Loue : Remit- 
tuntur tibi peccata tua: Thy ſinnes be forgiuen 
thee, 
2. How grate full is the light to one who þ 
longe tyme in cloſe priſon hath byn barred 
from it? And how thankfull would he be 
to him, who ſhould forgiue'the debt for 
which he was impriſoned ? What gladnes 
would he receiue, who hauing loſt lome pre- 
cious icwell of great eſteeme, if he ſhould 
chance againeto ſind it? Finally what feaſt 
would he make, if being in the Jaſt extremi- 
ty of ſome dangerous death, ſhouldeſcape it? 
Then Bleſſed Saint reioyce, and let vsall re- 
ioyce with thee, from whoſe eyes the light ot 


the ſunne of luſtice had long byn hidden; 
who 
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vho wert talt locked vp in the Gayle of 
nnes, but now forgiuen the debt; Who haſt 
ow recouered that precious iewell of grace 
hich thou bad(tloſt;and laſtly baſt eſcaped 
he perillous rocke of Eternall death: ther- 
ore in thy honour, with our holy Mother 
he holy Church we will tinge, Leudemw Deũ 
wſirum in conuerſione Beata Marie Magdalene: Let 
s prayſe our Lord God, in the conuetſion of 
Bleſſed MAODAL EN. Let vs giue him hum- 
ble and harty thankes, becauſe Remittuntur tibi 
receata tua: Thy ſinnes be forgiuen thee, 
3. Welcea black andpitchy cloude, ra- 
ther a terrour then any cauſe ot conſolation 
nto the beholder , but if the ſunne with his 
pregnant beamesdoth but ſtrike ypon it,pre- 
[:ntly it becometh ſo begutifull, that the pu- 
reſt filuer ſeemes but pale in compariſon ther- 
of. The beautifull Rayn-bow with the di- 
etſity of colours wrappeth the vnderſtan- 
ding of manto admiration ,and in a manner 
forceth his eyes to gazevpon it, and yet is it 
nothing elſe, but a watry cloude, which the 
beautifull beames of the ſunne with their te- 
uerberation veſteth in ſo many and ſundry 
coloured ſutes. O let me inuite your eyes to 
a brighter ſunne, & to a happier cloud. The 
littering beames of Chriſt his mercy ſtri- 
king 
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king vpon the darke cloude ot weping Mac 
DALENS dcuout hart, hath veſted her with ſe 
many ſutes of vertue, as before (he was ſtay 
ned with ſpotts of finne. She is now moſt 
beautifull to behold , who before was 
worthy to be named. 5 
4. Neither in vayne is ſhe compared to 
the Rayn-bow;for as that was ſent for a ligne 
of the great mercy of Almighty God, after the 
example of his ſeuerc Juſtice by the drow- 
ning deluge, to tell chem, that his wrath 
was paſſed , his anger ccaled ; ſo now this 
Blefled Saint is placed ſo high in the fauout 
of Chriſt, that by this exampie we may afſure 
our ſelues of the tender lones ſhe beares to ſin- 
nets when they repent . Beſides, as the cloud 
not only through the reverberation of the 
ſunne,ycalderh that pleaſant proſpect to the 
vicw , but being carried with the wind let- 
teth fall thoſe heauenly dropps which refreſh 
the whole earth: in like manner our glorious 
Saint doth not only ſhine with theſe ſingu- 
lar fauours and prerogatiues of being cured 
by Chriſt, and the firſt who came vnto him 
for remedy of their ownefinnes ; but allo be- 
ing Carried by the (weet galt of the Holy 
Ghoſt into the harts of thoſe who deſire to 


immitate her true Peanance , ſhe diſtilleth 
thoſe 
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thoſe celeſtiall and heaucnly dropps of dew 
which only can refreſh them, by her holy 
prayersand interceſſion obtayninꝑ true con- 
trition of their finnes , and a fit me purpoſe 
neuermore to offend. 

5. lacob thought his Sonne Ioſeph to be 
ſlayne, but when he vnderſtood he liued, Re- 
uixit ſpiritu eius, laith the ſacted Text , his 
ſpirit teuiued. Ezechias hearing he was to dye 
turned his face to the wall, and did nothing 
but weepe, vntill he heard that his liſe was 
prolonged. That holy man Tobias would re- 
ceĩue no comfort, becauſe he could not (ce 
the gladſome light of the ſunne: Quale gan- 
dium mihi erit qui in tenebris [edeo , & lumen cali non 
video ? What ioy can I haue who kit in darke- 
nes, and (ce not the light of heauen ? But 
what ioy did he receiue when the Angell Ga- 
briel reſtored his fight? Alas theſe are but ſha» 
dowes of ioy compared with that which 
Bleſſed Moba lx receiued when ſhe heard, 
remittunt ur tibs peccata tua, that her ſinnes were 
forg iuen her; hen the life of her ſoule was 
reſtored , when the light of Grace did ſhine 
ynto her :therforercioyce o Bleſſed M a o- 
DALE N, for now thy ſorrow is turned in- 
to ioy, and this ioy none ſhall be able to take 


from thee . 
D | The 


50 S. Mary Magdalen: 
The murmurations which were made , when 


thin heard, that the ſinnes of the Bleſſed 
Penitent were forgiuen « 


C HAP. III, 


8 8 H x Gheſtes who were inuited and pre- 
ſent at the banquet, hearing our Bleſſed 
Sauiour not only to detend the weeping 
MacpaLENn,but allo to torgiue her her ſinnes, 
they began not alittle to maruell, and ſay a- 
mongit themſclues, Vo i thu , that forgineth 
ſinnes For they did not indeed belceve that he 
was God, and yet they knew, that none but 
God could remit ſinnes. Whertore they mer- 
uailed at ſo great power, and from whence 
he ſhould haue it; and yet, poore ſoules, they 
had not the grace to acknowledg this diuine 
power in him. O blind Iewes, who haue 
the light of Heauen and Earth before your F 
eyes, and do not ſce it! The remedy of all 
your euill, and do not acknowledge it! The 
only deſired glory of your Nation, & do not 
regard it! Neither do you demaund in an 
humble and dutifull manner to know him, 
but in a ſcornefull and mocking lort to de- 
ride him, Quit eſt hic? Who is this ? Who can 
this be, who taketh lo great power vpon = 

Whe 
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Who is this chat torgiueth ſinnes ? Who is 
this that diucth into the very ſecrets of mens 
harts ? Is he not a man as others be ? Is he not 
of our nation? Was he not borne in Bethleem, 
brought vp in Nazareth? Is not his Father le- 
ſeph, aud his Mother Mary? Who is this? 

2. O poore deceaued people, you haue 
eĩes to ſec the outward ſhape of his manhood, 
but you want light of Faith to diſcerne the 
inward vertue of his Godhead, You iudge 
according to the weakenes of his Humanity, 
not being able to behold the Allmighty po- 
wer of his Diuinĩty Mou haue harts to loath 
him as preſumptuous, and not affection to 
loue him as mercifull . You haue enuious 
tongues to carpe at his inculpable actions, 
but not a word to defend his innocent perſon. 

3. Alas: haue you not alſo your ſoules 
ſpotted with the blemiſh of hateful ſinne and 
why do you not make haſt ynto this health- 
full pond and w holeſome Laustory of Solos, 
which ſigniſies Miſſu: that is, ſent ? For he is 
ſent, indeed, vnto you to cure your manifeſt 
diſeaſes, therfore leaue to cenſure his act ions, 
and make haſt to be cleanſed by him. Do 
you not heare; or if you heare ,do you not 
beleeue that roaring voycein the deſert , Ecce 


| 4gnw Det, ecce qui tollit peccata mundi: Behold 
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the Lambe of God, behold him who takerh 
away the ſinnes of the world? Then demand 
no further, who is this? and lefle wonder at 
his forgiuing of ſinnes, whoſe power is far 
greater then you imagine, and his loue far 
beyond your malice ,Ceale therfore to cen- 
ſure, and learne to loue: leaue off your enui- 
ous ſpeaches, fall downe before him, and 
imitate this deuout Pilgrime · None but God, 
indeed, forg ĩueth ſinnes, and he doth, as you 
ſee ʒtherfate he is Cod. 

For it you will but open your eyes 
and conſider him well, not wrapped in the 
poore veyle of our Humanity, but in the rich 
werd of his powerfull Diuinity, you will 
not metuaile that he forgiueth ſinnes. If you 
belecue,that in power, Wiſedome , and Ma- 
ieſty he is cquall with his Eternall Father, 
you wil not admire that he remftteth ſinnes, 
and hcalcth finacrs.If you beleeue that with 
his powerfull word he created Heauen and 
Earth of nothing, adorning the one with} 
beautifull ornaments of light, the ſunne, the 
moone, and ſtarres ; and inriching the other 
with ſundry kinds of herbes, plantes, flowers, 
beaſtes, byrdes, foules, fiſhes and the like, for 
the- vie of man, you will ceaſe to wonder 
that he deſtroyeth ſinne the only 3 
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Pilgrimage to Paradiſe. 
of man, whom he ſo gre ly eſleemeth; in ſo 
much that to keep him trom the power of 
the Diuell, and (cruitude of ſinne, he made 
himſelfe man, and gaue his life for man, both 
for his temedy and cxample. For as Saint Leg 
writeth , niſi eſſet Dew verus, non adſerret reme- 
dium ; niþ eſſet Homo verus, non preberet exemplum . 
Vnleſſe he ſhould be true God he could not 
haue brought vs a remedy; vnleſſe he ſhould 
be true Man he could not giue example. What 
matuell then, that ſuch a man forgiucth 
ſinne ? yea who but he ſhould forgiue it? 

5. Sinne was moſt abhominable vnto 
him in heauen, and therfore he ſpared not 
the very Angells, but threw the downe head- 
long, when they ſpotted their pure garment 
with the blemiſh of ſinne; and not content 
heerewith , ſinne yet raygning on earth, he 
deſcended from his Pallace of Eternity to per- 
ſuc it, & with the loſſe of his ow ne life quite 
to deſtroy, vanquiſh, and ouercome it. Sush 
is the valpeakable hatred that he beareth vn- 


to it, and therfore where he is but preſent, 


ſinne flycth from him: for with his {word 
of luſtice he expells it. This is he who for- 
giueth ſinnes, therfore demaund no more 
with curioſity , Quis eſt hic qui etiam peccata di- 
mittit: Who is this that allo forgiueth ſinnes:? 
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but rather come with humility ynto bim 
and aske forgivenes of yourowne ſianes, for 
he is infinicly mercifull,and wil forgiue you, 
if you will with ſufficient care ſ:cke after 
him; if with true humility, due telpect, with 
vntaigned loue imbrace him, and with deſer- 
ued hatred abandon, and deteſt your former 
finnefull life,as this Bleſſed Piigrime did. 

6. Diſcouer your wound it you will be 
healed , lay open your diſeaſe if you will be 
cured , follow the ſtepps of this happy Saint 
if you will be comforted . She ſitteth mout- 
ning at his Bleſſed feet, and behind him witl 
humility; ſhe waſheth them with teares o 
contrition ;ſhe wipeth them with the hayre: 
of her affectionate loue ;and with the (a 
ſhe kiſſeth and imbraceth them, ſhewinga 
feruent will and deſite to follow them; ſhe 
annoyntesthem with fragrant oyle of a firme 
purpole neuermote to offend him. Behold} 
ſhe hath broken the yce , ſhe hath opened the 
way forfinnerstocometoCurisT. Let vs 
therfore follow her rare example zlet vs ſeeke 
to imitat- her excellent vertues, who haue 
not been free from her vices ; that euery one 
to his comfort may heare that ſhort, but ſweet 
ſentence , Remittuntur tibi peccata tua: thy finnegi 
be forgiuen thee , 
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Pilgrimage to Paradiſe ! 's5 
Chriſt commendeth the Faith of Bleſſed Mag. 
dalen , and diſmiſſeth her in peace . 


CHAP. IIII. 


T He louing eyes of our Lord and Saui- 
our [xsvs Cyz1sT were ſo fixed vpon 
the deuout tearcs ot this Bleſſed Penitent, 
that he little then regarded the wiſpering 
ſpeaches of thoſe that were preſent, but tur- 
ning his diſcourſe ynto the Bleſſed Macpa- 
LEN, vnto Whom he had allready turned his 
hart, ſaid: Fides tus ie ſaluam ſecit, vade in pace: 
thy Fayth hith ſaued thee, depart in peace. 

2. Fayth is the firſt ground of our luſti- 


as the Apoſtle wriceth , and therfote this 
muſt be the tirſt ſtep to all good, as the ſame 
Apoltle witneſſera . Credere enim oportet acce- 
dentem ad Deum, quia eſt, & inquirentibus ſe re mu- 
perator ſit. For he that commeth to Cod muſt 
belicue that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of thoſe who ſeeke him. This counſell Bleſ- 
led MAGOUALEN did put in practice before 
Saint Paul euer preached it, as ſhe did allo an 
other ſingulat admonition , that he giueth vs 
in his Epiſtle to the Romans: Sicut enim exi- 
buſts mem ra veſtra ſeruire immunditie & iniquita- 
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56 S. Mary Magdalehs 
ti ad iniquitatem :1ta nunc exbibere membra veſtra 
ſeruire tuſtitia in ſanctiſicatiunem. For as yau haue 
cxhibited your members to ſerue yncleannes 
and iniquity vnto iniquity : ſo now exhibite 
them to ſetue juſtic&vnto ſanctificat ion. All 
which ſhe did molt exactly pertorme, as be- Il 
fore you haue ſeen. And therfore now our f 
Bieſſed Sauiour doth begin to commend her i 
from the tirlt beginning, that is, her ſtronge | 
Faith, Fides tua te ſaluam fecit: thy Fayth hath £ 
made thee whole; and this Faith was in ſo ft! 
high degree that vnto it our Sauiour doth at- 
tribute the forgiuenes of her ſinnes; not that IV: 
Faith of it ſelſe is ſufficient (as the Heretikes Ig 
of theſe tymes bragge out of this place) but 
as the ſitſt ground and diſpoſition, without ſaf 
whicknothing elſe canbe pleaſing vnto God, ſti 
as Saint Pauls teſtimony before alcadged doth fed 
make playne: and beſides , becauſe her fayth 
was very great, and that a perpetuall monu- 
ment might remayne of it for cur example. pa 
He had laid before, that her ſinnes were ſorgiuen, fre 
becauſe abe loved uch, which is to attribute the fre 
forgiuenes of het ſinnes vnto Charity : nei- ſſu 
ther are theſe tWo contrary, for when ſhort- 
ly after he annexeth, thy Fayth bath made thee th. 
boale , it is meant of that Fayth which is ac - Ito 
companicd with Charity, which in this wo- ſco 
man 
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nan how cmincut bothtne one & the other 
ere, no man ſo blind but ſeeth, no vnder- 
ſtanding lo obſtinate, but muſt confeſſe it . 
do that Fayth was the firſt ground, 
nd foundation by which ſhe did acknow- 
edge his diuine power, that he could forgiue 
ſinne. Hope was the ſecond ſteppe , wherby 
the fully perſuaded her ſelte, & with true con- 
fidence in his bountifull goodnes, hoped that 
he would pardon her; and loue obtayned 
he lute to be granted. And therfore her loue 
was not idle, her Fayth dead , or her hope 
ay ne, but all accompanied with ſo many 
pood workes as her ability could affoard yn- 
to her louing Maiſter , with a firme purpoſe 
2 frerward to continue in them, as ſhe did vn- 
ill her death, with no leſſe admiration then 
dification of the whole world. 

4. Vadeinpace:Depart in peace. O bitter, 
ſweet ſentence ! Bitter, becauſe ſhe mult de- 
part from him; but ſweet, in that they mult 
remayne friends: bitter, to be out of bis fight, 
from whom ſhe had receiucd her ſecond life; 

weet , that ſhe hoped neueragaine to offend 
him: bitter, that ſhe could inioy no longer 
thoſe ſacred fect; ſweet, that ſhe intended euer 
to follow the ſtepps of them: bitter that the 
could not heare (till the word of life, bitter 
D 5 that 
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that ſhe might not heare the words of life: 
{weer , that ſhe meant for euer tochooſe to 
Heare them. Finally ſhe muſt depart from, 
but ncuer be ſeparated from him in Loue and 
Charity, her body abſent , her ſoule preſent 
alwayes with him , the warre is ended that 
was wont to partthem , and the peace is gi- 
uen that wil al waycs vnite them: V ade in pace: 


De part in peace. 
5. When our Bleſſed Sauiour was borne, 


the very night of his Natiuity he ſent an An- 
gell to denoũce Peace vnto men on Earth, not 
vnto all, but bone yoluntat#,to men of a good 
will, men who had their wills comformed 


to the will of Cod, or deſited to conforme 
them, to leaue their ſinnes, to elchew vice, 
to follow vertue, to gaine ſaluation of their 
loules. This was the warrebetwixt God and 
pooreMAG DA LEN, in whole hart the light 
ofCunisr had once ſhined: but now the 
combat being ended, now her mynd being 
changed, her vnderſtanding by Fayth infor- 
med , and her hart by grace reformed, all 
things made beautifull that weredeformed , 
there temayneth nothing now but a ſhower 
of peace, Vade in pace. 

6. Go Bleſſed MAOGDALEN with peace 


of hart, peace of mynd , peace of conſcience, 
peace 
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peace with God , peace witn Man, peace 
with thy ſelfe, peace with all, and peace in 
all, Vade in pace. Thyne enemies are drowned 
in the (ca ot thy teare', the huge waues of thy 
contrition haue oucrwhelmed them, the 
ſtronge & mighty billowes of thy vehement 
loue hath oucrthrowne them; ex en non re. 
manſit; not one of them appeateth. Goe in 
peace, they are all ſuncke and {wallowed vp, 
deſcenderunt in proſundum quaſi lapu: they are gone 
downe to the very bottome like a ſtone: the 
vehemency of thy loue & ſorrow hath cleane 
deuoured them; ſubmerſi ſunt quaſi plumbum in 
4quis vehementibus: they be drowned inthe vi- 
olent (treames, like a peece of lead; therefore 
go in peace. The Fleth rebelleth, the World 
tageth, the Diuell roarcch for revenge, yet 
Vade in pace, go thou in peace. He thatſcnderh 
thee from him will protect thee ,he is Lord 
ouer them, and will curbe them, he is their 
conquerour , and will keep them in ſubie- 
ion , be is their Creatour,and will gouerne 
them: Finally he is God and will rule them, 
ther fore feate not, but depart in peace. And 
leaſt the ſcruple of thy former life ſhould af- 
fli thee, thou heareſt from the mouth of 
Truth it ſelf, that thy ſianes be forgiuen thee, 
and this generall pardon from the ſacred 

Mouth 


«@ S. Mary Magdalens 
Mouth of him, w home thou ſo dearely loueſt 
can be no leſſe then a full pardon, a plenary 
Indulgence both of thy ſinnes, and all the 
paynes that be due tor them: cherfore go in 
peace, thy fianes be forgiuen thee, thy debts 
ate payd: Grace hath waſhed thee, Loue gui- 
deth thee, Peace is thy companion: / ade in 
ace . 

q 7. With how great reaſon doth the 
Spouſe in the Canticles ſay ; O Lord , meltors 
ſunt ybera tua vino, that thy pappes be better 
then wine; tor what ate thele, but, as S. Ber- 
nard noteth , quod patienter expect at delinquentem, 
C& miſericorditer recipit pænitentem: that he expe- 
cteth patiently a ſinner vntill he commeth, 
and then with mercy recciueth him: & ther- 
forc moſt fitly by the Kingly Prophet he is 
called Longanimis , & multum miſericors: one full} | 
of longanimity , and very mercitull. All 

which welce moſtclcarely in this Lookin- 

glaſſe of Pennance, and Mirrour of Repen- 

tance S. MARY MACO DATE RN. Wherfore, 1 
O powerfull Saint, obtayne of thy loving] pi 
Mailter, that I may perfectly imitate thele 
rare vertuesof thyne; that profound humili- 
ty in the ſight of Chriſt ʒthat perfect Faith in 
bclicuing him; that firme hope and truſt in 
him; that burning Charity in louing = nif 
that!? 
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that true cõitition tor thy ſinnes that aboun- 
dance of teares in weeping for them ;that 
patience in ſuffering thoſe murmurations; 
that ſilence in thyne one caule; that dili- 
gence in ſeeking the beſt remedy j that pru- 
dence in choſing the beſt part . that modcſty 

that teſignation, that fortitude, and all the 
relt of thy admirable vertues,w hich like glit- 
tering, ſtarres in the Firmament do ſhine 
moſt beautifully in this thy converſion , giue 
a moſt gladſome light, and yield a pleaſant 
proſpect to vs poote ſinners hearc on Earth, 
Grant therfore ſweet IE vs for the prayers 
and _ of this thy Bleſſed Saint, that 1 
may trucly printthem in my hart, a - 
tcaly follow them, x . 


Of the Names of Bleſſed Mary Magdalen. 
CHAP. V. 


Hr holy Evangeliſt S. Tale, who be- 

fore had no other name for our deuout 
Pilgrime, but Peccatrix, a ſinner; now in his 
next Chapter following he honoureth her 
with the names of Mary, and Macpattn . 
For ſpeaking of a company of good and de- 
yout woman who followed Chriſt ,and mi- 
niſtred yato him of their goods, the firſt na- 
med 


, 


62 S. Mary Magcdalens 
med amongltt then is 14114que vocatur Magda- 
lena, Mary who was called MAGDALEN: and 
becaule many tymes the name is not without 
ſome greatmyſterie, | eaſily perſuade my ſelfe 
that the name ot this ſo great a Saint doth 
not altogeather want ot the ſame, And firſt 
to begine with Mary,which as the holy Fa- 
thers naue noted, hath diucrs fignifications , 
we will reduce this name to foate. Maxx is 
as much to (ay , as Stella marts , Iluminatrix, vel 
Illuminats ,amarum Mare, and Domina. I h at is, 
ſtarre ot the ſcaʒ lightned ,or one that giueth 
ligne; a bitcer Scaz a miſtreſſe, ot Lady: all 
which ho w fitly they do agree yato this our 
Bleſſed Saint, | chinke none will doubt that 
is but ind ifferently iaſtructed concerning 
her lite and vertucs . That (he was a Starre f 
the Sea ,it is of it(cifcclearc; for what ĩs this 
wretched world but a Sca of miſeryes, and 
valley of teares, and by what Starre ſhould Ig 
p2orc ſianers guide themſelues in ſo great pe- = 
rill and danger, butby the example of thoſe, oy 
who with true pennance haue eſcaped the 16. 
like: and amongſt all repentant finners who ff. 1 
h ich left vs a more cleere example to follow. Ife 
then Bleſſed Macpartex ? and therfore moſt — 
ficly may be called Maria, Stella Maris, Maxr, wn} 
Starre of the Sca. 1 


2. Almighty 
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2. Almighty God created two great 
ights in the beginning of the world, the one 
o be a rulcr in the day, and the other to bea 
zuide in the night: and Chriſt in his Church 
ert two great lights, two holy MAR YEs as 
boue the reſt , the Bleſſed Virgin Ma & vr his 


” Mother, and SaintMary MAGDALEtN, 
a< the one very bright and neuer looling the 
w7 1 light, the other farre inferior, and ſometime 


clypſed; the one fignified by the Sunne, the 


, yel other by the Moone, yet this moone is a great 
1 omtort to thoſe who walke in the night: 


for by the light of her example they may eaſi- 


: all ly find the way to Grace , which otherwiſe 
our perhaps they might miſle . 

that 3. She was both Ilaminata, lighrned by 
* he Grace of God, and ſet on fyte with the 


burning flames of Charity, and became alſo 

giuer of light vnto others, as after we thall 
ce. And in this her rare example doth allreg- 
dy appeare, that ſhe was amarum Mare, a bitter 

ea, by reaſon of theaboundance of her bitter 
teares ſhe ſhed not only at her conuerſion, hut 
al her life, at her brothers death, at the Croſſc, 
at the Sepulcher, in her long pennance in the 
deſert, that we may very well ſay of her, 
Magus eſt velut mare contritio tua: that thy con- 
rition(OMAGDp ALEN) is great, euen like 
vnto 
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vnto the Sea. Beautiful Noews after many 
croſſe grictes, and ſorto wes, would no more 
be called by that name; Ne vocetis me Noemi, ia 
eſt Pulchram, ſed vocate me Mara, id eſt Amaram, 
quia amaritudine valde repleuit me omnipotens. Call 
me no more Noemi, that is to [ay Beautiſull, but 


call me Mara, that is Bitternes, becaulc the All 


mighty hath filled me full ot bitternes. So out 
Ble ſſed & holy Mary would not be knowne 
by the name of Beauliſull, as indeed the was, 
but Ma, that is bitternes, becaule the bittet 

rie fe tor ber ſinnefull lite bad made her ſo. 
And by this ſhe came alſo to be Domina, Lady, 
and Miſtreſſe ot her ſelfe, and her one pal- 
ſions, which is the greateſt dignity and molt 
honourable Title in the world. She was 
therfore Starre of the Sea, who being light» 
ned by the ſunne ot luſtice her ſelte, gaue 
light vnto others, She was the bitter Sea, 
wherein notraging Pharas , but the roaring 
furics of Hell were ouerwhelmed with all 
their forces. She was Lady of her owne pal- 
ſions in this: vorld, and now is Lady goo 
Eternall Kingdome in Heauen ; and a true 
Lady and Miſtreſſe vnto all ſuch, as with true 
repentance and contrition ſhal call ypon her, 
and defirc to ſerue her and to come to heauen 


by her help and aſſiſtance. 
4. Concer- 
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Concerning this name of MacparTEN 
it is to be noted, that this Bleſſed Saint was 
the daughter of very rich and noble Parents. 
Her Father was called Syrw, her Mother Eu- 
charia, ſhe had a Brother called Lez4rw, and a 
Siſter named Martha. To Lx after the 
death of his Parents (who died very ſoone } 
were left great poſſeſſions either in Hieruſalem 
or there about: Bethania befell vnto Martha; 
and the Caſtel or Towne called Madalene be- 
longed to Macb AI, mherof the tooke her 
Name: which I find allo to be an Hebrew 
word, and commeth of G, which ſigni- 
fyes To be great, and from thence Migdal is de- 
rived, which fignifyes a ſironge Caſtell, or To- 
wer. And indeed moſt fitly from hence ſhe 
tooke her Name; for what is Bleſſed MA - 
DALE N, but a (lrong Caſtell or Tower of 
detence? And as CaſtellorTaweris not on- 
ly the defence aud ſafeguard of it (elfe , but 
of all the reſt of the Ciity adioyning to ĩt; ſo 
our Bleſſed Saint doth not only defend her 
lel fe from the fierce aſſaults of the Diuell, but 
alſo all ſuch az fly to ber protection, or come 
vnto her for refuge. In the old Law ther were 
ordaynedcertayne Cittyes of refuge, far the 
guilty to fly vnto for help and ſecurity from 
their enemyes zand in the Law of Grace a- 
| E mongſt 


66 S. Mary Mazdalens 
mongſtothers, as oneot thecareteit, Chriſthis 
bouuty hach letrehis refuge for finners tb fly 
vnto in theirneceſſicyes. And of this Tower 
we may well ſay with the Spouſe, Mille cpei 
pendent ex ea, omnis armatura ſortimm: A thouſand 
ſhields hange vpon it, all kind of armour for 
valiant and ſtrong meu: that is, in her life 
ate all kind of vertues, herby they who be 
true tollowers therof, do vſe to atme, and 
defend themſe lues. 

5. It is the vic in ſome Port Townes to 
rayſe vp certayne watch-· towers in the forme 
of a Lanterne, and keeping light in them in 
the darke and cloudy nights of winter, they 
ſeruc to direct the half - loſt Marriners to find 
the way to the ſaid Port. Neither hath our 
Bleſſed Sauiour lefthis Church without this 
eſpeciallcomfort of a glorious Saint, rayſed 
from the depth of ſinne, vnto the height of 
honour and glory, who with her ſhining 
light and holy life doth direct vs poore wan. 
dring matriners of this vaſt world, to find 
the true way vnto the ſaſe Port of our ſalua- 
tion. By all which it appeareth , how fitly 
this Nameof Mary MaGDpaLEN, doth 
agree vnto her, as Saint Luke heete with par- 
ticuler direction of the holy Ghoſt called her, 

Maria ,q 4 yocatur Mazdal:na, M Ak y who is 


called 


ilgrimace to . | 

called Me N * 
The reaſont why the holy Evangeliſt now 
 manifeſteth her Name, which Efe he 

had. concealed. 

CHAP. VI. 


Hs pennes and harts of the Holy Euan- 
1 geliſts being guided by the holy Ghoſt, 
It is not poſſible that any thing ſhould. be 
written amiſſe ʒtherfe re no dgfect was com- 
mitted in leauing out her Name in the firſt 
place; nor any fault in ſetting it downe in 
this. But the modeſt ſtyle of the Euangeliſts 
is ſuch, that for the moſt part when they 
ſpeake of others faults and defects, they con- 
ceale their names ( vnleſſe they be ſuch whoſe 
Names to their greatet ſhame and confuſion 
are permitted to be written, as Iudas, Pilate, 
and others:) but ſpeaking of their vertues 
they vic to name them, vnleſſe themſelues 
ſpeałe of their owne vettues. Here vpon it 
is that 8. Matthew is not named by the other 
Euangeliſtes, by himſelfe he is. And the ſame 
modeſt humility that moned 8. Matthew to 
name himſelfe when he ſpeakes of himſelſe as 
a ſinner, moued S. Iobn to conceale his owne 
name when he ſpeaketh of himſelf as a Saint, 
E 2 and 
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and veyleth hi 
Diſciple whom 1z 5 v 5 Joued. . .. A 
po A teaſon (doubtles) that 
moued Saint Like in the conuerſion of the 
Bleſſed Ma D tx to concealc her name, 
becaule he aS tg pgyot her fiyner, and that 
not in the beſt manner, but as it were a ſcan- 
dalous woman, Malier in Cluttate peccatrix 4a 
Woman that was a ſinnet in the Citty: 1 
that by this name he was then to deſcribe 
her. Beſides ie hot to be meruailed, that ſhe 
was not named Before being a ſiuner, for 
finners indeed haue no names, as S. Chryſoflome 
noteth ( vnleſſe vmo their ow ne infamy , as 
I (aid before Yang the Kingly Prophet cryes 
out, that ſiuners hould be blotred forth of the 
booke of the Liuing, fincethey be dead, drtean- 
tur de libro viuentium, & cum iuſlii non ſcribautur « 
Let them be blotted out of the booke of life, 
and not be written amongſt the iult. So poore 
M 4GD AL EN being a ſinner had no other 
Name, but Sinner: nor was the named for 
her more confuſion, as ſome ate, becauſe ſhe 
came to ſeeke a true remedy for her finnes . 

3. But aſſoone as the Grace of the Holy 
Ghoſt had waſhed away the blacknes of her 
offences, which before had fowly blotted her 
Name, preſentij the holy Egangeliſt-eſpicd 

it 


mlelte yader the name ol dhe 


. 
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itagane ; aud let it do wheEneuermote to be 
put birth, Maria qu rocatur Magdalena, MART 
whos. called M aG Da Ling becauſe now 
he ag to ritt her praylt in follow ing ot 
CHRIST, without any mate mention ata 
Sianet ;alrhongh he adde thatſeauen Divells 
went. forth of her, expelled i the mighty 
hand of Es $v 9/48 -S iMarkealto in then. 
Chapter of hit /Ghoſpcil.rebeadferh Which 
Wordsbaueccauſet greatdiucrfity of opinions 
among learmtd:men ; fome thinking them 
not to be Dinelds but divers. ſinnes; others 
tal ing hem in the ſenſe as the wor kes ſaumd 
that they were vet y Diuelh indeed. But in 
What ſenſe ſotuer they berakthitis certaine, 
hat che victory of the Blefled Ma GD xrtEN 
by the help of of Cur 1sT was very grear,ld 
ſtrong weblickbſdlution, that no multitude 

af adesctuld afftight her mbrforde of ouil 

coſtomes daumt her, no ĩatiſo ments of rhe 
wertd allure herftom/tbat happy cour ſe fe 
hau bogunne i ſuefl inuincible force of Joie 
ad the to breake) chrough ſo great a rankeof 
haynous offeg cf. 
4. Tudith loft her proud enemy weltring 
in his 6wne bloudtto her perpetual glory and 
his no leſſe iuſamy: labet by her cunn ing dea. 
ling nayled the threatnuing ara to the gruũdʒ 
| E 3 and 
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and Hefter by her heauenly prudence broyghe 
raging Aman und the reſt oſ bers , and her 
countrycs foes vnto their vtter ruine and de- 
ſtruction: but the Victory of Bleſſed Macp a» 
LEN was againſt farre ſttonger foes, againſt 
inuifible po, againſt the Prince oſ dat k- 
nes and therfdre{o much the more is the ho- 
nour & gloryvꝗ God to ſhine in her prayſe . 
Moreouer , this ds the ſame Macpa Len that 
waſhed our Sauioursfcet, that was the Siſter 
of Luar, and wept ſor oub Sauiour at the 
Sepulchcr : and this, ſuppoſing what S. 10% 
bwriccth , and: our holy Mother the Church 
followeth inthe feaſt of het day, ought not 
no to be called in doubt, howſoruer in 
former tymes it hath bon more obſcurely 
ban dle. 0 138161 
2 Neichrrawas our Bleſſed Pilgrime vn» 

ratefull for thut ſhe had rece lued df Chriſt; 

preſently dedicating her: ſcife whoby'ro 
his ſeruice with mdftwwiſting hart 28d f. 
ning mynd, ſhe did minĩſter vnto him of her 
temporall goods, from m che had recei- 
ucd ſo many ſpirituall bleſſings. O-prudent 
MacpaLtn! how well haſt thou recoueted 
what was loſt, and how wiſely prouided'for 
Hat is to come! Bychy:truetontrition;and 
feruent charity thy ſinnes are forgiuen thee. 
ae For 
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For the preſent thou dolt follow Chriſt and 
heare his beaucnly doctrinc ʒand lay ſt vp thy 
riches in his hands, where thou ſhalt be 
ſute to ſind them againc with great increaſe. 
If ne ſnall not looſe his reward who giueth 
a cuppe of cold water to one of Chriſt bis 
friends for his ſake , what reward ſhalt thou 
haue, who doſt giue vnto Chriſt himſelſe, & 
in ſo great aboundance ? And this thou wilt 
do thy ſelfe in-perſon that thou mayſt be (ure 
nothing to be wanting vato him. O how 
many cõmoditys do ariſe of this thy dilig-ne 
ſeruice, and following of Chriſt , not only 
vnto thy ſelſe, but alſo vnto vs who follow 


thee, that we may imitacc ſo happy an ex- 


ample! 977 

6. The famous ſaying of Pythagoras was, 
Sequere Deum Follow God. Wu ich theu doſt 
fat te better fullfill then any of them did, hea- 
ring his diuine Sermons, refreſhing thy hart 
with the de of his heaucnly doctrine ,and 
with his ſpiricvall iaſtructions overcoming 
the 2 difficultyes . What an infinite 
treaſure is this, o Bleſſed Saint, that thou 
haſt choſcn ! Neither doth the infinite Wiſe- 
dome of God refufe her, nor diſda yne to let 
her follow him, although ſhe was knowne 
before by the name of Simer. But with this 
E 4 he 
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he ſatisfyes all — in" and murmura- 
tions, Non yeni yocare luſtos, ſed Precatores: I came 
not to call the Iuſt , but Sinners. Such is the 
reat bounty and loue of Chriſt, and ſo much 
Fe deſired to encourage vs, that we ſhould 
not be aſhamed to come ynto him, ſinoe he is 
ſo louing to invite vs, ſo liberall to 1 
vs, and ſo friendly to let vs follow him, and 
be ſerued by ys. Vea ſo farre off was ont Bleſs 
ſed Sauiour ftõ beingaſhamed that ſhe ould 
follow him, as rather he was much glorified 
In it: like as an excellent Phiſitian who: had 
cured ſome ſieke patient almoſt deſpaited off 
by all, would not only cure the diſeaſed per- 
ſon, but euer after keep him With him in teſti- 
mony of ſo rare a cute. Or like a valiant Cap» 
tayne after the hard conqueſt of a ſtrong for- 
treſſe, ſhould not let it go any more out bf his 
handes , but keep it in his one cuſtody, in 
memory of ſo ſamous a victory. 
7. The luy of it ſelfe is a very weake 
tree, not able to tiſe from the ground, but cat- 


ching hold ypon ſome ſtately Elme, or Oske, 


or leaning vnto ſome ſttong wall, it moun- 
teth as high as they, and is an ornament vn- 
to them. The Bleſſed MAOGDðD ALIEN of her 
ſelfe was feeble, not able to aſcend and fol- 


low Chriſt ; but leaning vuto that true 
rocke, 


K DAS BK CFI 


Urne 


Fold our Bleſſed MAU DATILN hath/ found 
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rocke,caechin 144 pon thole [table bows 
of the Tes of Life, ſhe followed him, ſhe 
aſcended with him, and he did glory in her. 
lonas had an Iuy tree created to comfort and 
protect him, & latatus eſt Ionas ſuper hadera lati- 
144 magna :and Ionas reioyced very much at 
the Iuy. So our Saulour had this converted 
fianer to miniſter vnto him of her goods, that 
noiniury of tyme ſhould annoy him, being 
very glad of her ſeruice, as himſcltc ſignityes 
in the Parable of the loſt ſheep , which the 
ſheepheard finding, imponit in bumeros ſuos gau- 
dem: taketh vp vpon his back with gieat oy. 
Thus yato the reſt of her beroicalk Vertues, 
ſhewed at her conuerſion , ſhe addes this la- 
bourous diligence, & gratcfull imploymene 
both of her goods, her labours , her ſelſe, fi- 
nally all e hath ĩn the ſeruice of Gr. 


3lefſed ed the Queene of Sala acconnt the 
leruants of Salmon, that they were N 
be in his preſence, und behold HA 85 
ountenance; but erte plas quans ic: be⸗ 


zreaterx Salamon hete rund therfote moſt hap- 
y in his preſence ; who never willingly 
vould be depriued of ſo great iᷣ bleſſing. 
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How Chrifl was entertaned ly S. Martha , Þi 
And how Bleſſed Magdalen ſate at his, 

feete, being accuſed by her Siſter, and 
excaſed ty, him. 1 


25 CIS * 2211 
| CH A. | 
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8 J ſaid before, the Gaſile, ot. 


Tov ne of Bethama did belong all 

or great part ther oi to N- Martha, 
nd 

Fi 


PI 
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this being nat fat from, Hi 
nale, our B. Sauioutm apt only 
many tytucs paſſed that way » hut teſortec 
thither ; and S. Martha moſt willingly did en, 
tetta tie him. She had 2 Siſter whaſe name... 
was MAK , to wit our Bleſſed MacDaLr 
and as the one was altogeather imployed inn; 
preparing a feaſt for IE s Vs; ſo the other way 
X nc 
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o leſſe ſolieitous how to be fe aſted by him, 
nd ther fore as Martha was buſied in many 
ings, ſo MAR x was contented with only 
his, to fit at his feet, aud heare his eauenly 
peaches; with ſuch content and ſwectnes, as 
ply they can imagine who haue taſted of the 
V. Bike banquer'. So glad was the Spouſe when 
Ne could get vader the wings of her beloued, 
Fhat, as it were bragging , the (aid, ſub vinbra 
ha. Nis quem deſideraueram edi, & fructus eius dulcss 
is | Rutturi meo: Vndor the ſhaddow of him whom 
lan defired I ſate, and bis fruit was Pweet ynto 
ie. And hat maruell, for mel & lac ſublingus 

in, the (weetnes of hony and milke is yader 

lis tongue. TherforeS. Peter was very loath 

o depatt from him, when he laid, Domine ad 

| n ibimaa vorba vite «terne babes? Lord, to 
| OUhom ſhall: we go, thou haſt words of life 
Soll ernall ? How then could our Bleſſed Pulgrime 
dravvne from thoſe ſacred feet ? aria autem 


5 


that ſocus pedes Domini, & audiebat verbum illiu: 
ona did ſet at the feet of our Lord , and 
ortedgeard his words, 6 

den . But not long did this quiet repoſe of 
Pers indure without a ſtorme, for preſently 
r Siſter comming to our S iuiour, made 2 
wing complaynt: Domin? , non eft tibi cure , 
wt ſoror mia reliquit me ſolam miniſtrare ? dic "gy 
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illi vt me adiuuet: Lord, doſt thou not care that 
my Siſter hath left me all alone ? tell her Ie 
therfore , that ſhe may help me. How feare 
full was the Bleſſed MacpaLtn, when ſhe 
heard this complaynt of her Siſter, leaſt our 


Bleſſed Sauiour ſhould haue ſaid, Rilc and 


helpe her; not that ſhe diſdayned to do it; ot . 


wanted loue or reſpect to her Siſter to per- 
forme it; but that a greater lous did preuayle 
with her, and loath ſhe was to he depriued 
of that heauenly food which her hung“ 
ſoule received from her dear Maiſters mouth. 
But it fell out far conttary to her — 
tion, & much otherwiſe then ſhe looked for 
For as S. Auguſtine ſaith,he that was ſollieited 
to be her ludge, became her Aduocate and 
he that was vrged to make her riſe, and goe 
away from him, gaue her ſecurity to ſit ſtill; 
telling her Siſter that ſhe buſiod & 3mplc 
her ſelfe about many things, whereas one 
was neceſſary, which Maa v had choſen, and 
that was the better part, neither ſhould it þ 
taken from her. Nor did our Bleſſed Sauiout 
in this blame the diligent miniſtery of boly 
Martha, but diſtinguiſhed the'fonRiphs ; not 
condemning the one, but highly prayſing 
the other; Martha well, but Ma x better, 
Mariha laborious, MAR x quiet, Martha im- 
| ployed 
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A ployed in teeding of Cusisr, and Man rin 
being fedd by him; Merths's labouts were to 
baue an end, ManiEs iclt was to laſt for euer, 
zod therfore the belt patt, which cannot be 
uken from hex. 
3. O Bleſſed daint, who couldſt choſe 
Bo well! ſo happy # part! ſo worthy a por- 
ian! Now fit ſecure and voyde of care; be 
Inot affraid, thy election is approued by him 
IJvho cannot etre, thy choice prayſed by him 


ory vho cannot fatter, thy reward promiſed by 


him, who cannot deceiue, & what thou haſt 
is thyne fox cuer, becauſe it ſball not be taken 


for om thee. O chat my tongue were able to 


Ipeake, ot my hart capable of the vuſpeakable 
comfort thou did ſt receive, when thou didſt 
heare thy ſelfe defended; thy choyce appro- 


1 Jed, andthy ſitting at Itsvs feet confirmed. 


Our firſt parent Adam, after ſinne, was 
excluded from Paradiſe, leaſt (as he bad byn 
diſpbcdient to taſt the forbigen fruit of good 
and ill) he might be lo hold as to attempt to 
taſt the fruit of life, and therefore Cherubim. 
were ſet at the gate of Paradiſc to defend it. 
But thou o happy Pilgrime , attet the true te- 
pentance of thy ſinnes, art not kept backe; 
but admitted to the fruit of life , neither doth 
my Cherubim hinder thee, but the Lord of che- 

rubims 
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rubims protect & deicnd thee z who is the tri 
life and medicine of thy ſoule, the remedy of 
all miſery, the founrayne of all comfort, th 
citty of refuge, the tower of defence, the Oc 
ccan of ail graccs,and finally the chiefeſt part 
of alitclicity ,and therfore moſt fittly ſaid; 
Maria op tim am partem elegit : Marr hath choſen 
the beit part . And doubtleſſe it is a great feli- 
City to haue choſen the beſt part, but yet one 
condition is required to crowne this happy 
choyce, that is, not to be taken away, and 
that is alſo promiſed by Chr iſt, non anſeretur ab 
ea; it (hall not be taken away from her. 

5. Then Bleſſed Martha be cotent, trouble 
no more thy Siſters happy teſt, ſollicite no 
more her Maiſter in this caſeʒſhe hath choſen, 
he hath granted; ſhe hearcth , be ſpeaketh; 
ſhe is comforted, he contented thy function 
is different from hers; the hath madeanother 
choyce; the cannot deſcend to help thee ; thy 
life is ſollicitous, hers quiet ;thy function la- 
borious, hers in reſt;call her not her Maiſter 
will not let her come, becauſe ſhe heth cho- 
ſen the belt part, which ſhe muſt not looſe, 
and therfore will not leaue z neither will her 
louing Maiſter be content ſhe ſhould be awa- 
ked from her quiet reſt, vntill ſhe pleaſe, Har- 


ken what ſhe laĩth: adzuro yo! ſilia Hie raſalem, ne 
ſuſcitetu, 
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eh ſaſcitetis, ne que cuigilare ſaciatu dileckam meam , 
quoaduſque ipſa velit . I adiure you daughters of 
Hierulalem, that you do not trouble or a- 
wake my beloned, vntill ſhe will her ſelfe. 

6. I giue thee molt harty thankes (weet 


aid; ¶ $:uiour for all theſc fauours ſhewed vnto this 


Bleſſed Saint. O let thy bountifull mercy be 
preached throughout the whole world, and 
thy ſingular louc to this wandring Pilgrime 
ynto the furtheſt bounds therof! O divine 
Wiſcdome and heauenly inuention of thyne, 
who didſt come, as thy ſelfe witneſſeth, to 
call fianers! and what better way to bring 
them vato thee, then placing this Bleſſed 
Saint atthy feet, adorning her with ſuch rare 
yertues , induing her with ſuch fingular 

races, and honouring her with ſuch excel- 
a prerogatiues! What ſinner now will not 
fly vnto her, and being with her, how can 
they be without thee! 

7. Tbe prudent Fowler catching one 
liue byrd, tyeth her in a thred, and hideth 
himſelfe, which (he hopping vp and downe 
cauſeth many others to come withinghe cõ- 
paſſe of his net, and ſo are caught. O divine 
Fowler, how cuningly baſt thou placed this 
Bleſſed MaGDALEN at thy feet, faſt tyed 
in the linckes and bandes of loue; and how 


many 
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many doth ſhe caule to come ane fall into thy 
net! But o happy fall, the only way toriſe! 
and thrice happy be they who fall into thy 
netts, where they ſhall be caught, not to dye 
but to live for euer, and inioy this happy part 
witch hex, Who was partly cauſe that we were 
ſo happily intrapped. ; 
Of the ſicknes of Lazarus, and Letter of the 
wo Siſters vnto Chriſt . And of Lazarus 
bu death, and miraculous rayſing « 


CHAP. IT. 


Y intention is not in this place to ex · 
plicate any more of this Goſpell then 
{crueth tomy purpoſe, that is, to the laying 
open the rare vertues of our weeping Pil- 
grime , whole Heroicall actes my tceble 
hand, but willing hart followeth with no 
ſmall comfort. This Bleſſed MaGpaLen was 
Siſter vnto Lr and Martha ( as before [ 
haue ſaid) all three beloued of our Sauiour, 
as his divine Secretary telle th vs heere in his 
Gholpell. Lazarw languiſhivg with a long 
infirmity, not able to withſtand any longer 
the terrible ſtroke of death, gaue cuident fi- 
nes that his lifedrew tou ards ao end. The 


tearfull Siſters not without rr ng 
that 
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that which indeed followed, noping to pre- 
nent the danger by out Sauiouts preſence, 
wrote vety briefly vnto him: Ecce quem amas 
infirmatur : Behold whom thou loueit is ſicke. 
Which letter being recciued by our Bleſſed 
Sauiour, according as his diuine Wiſedome 
had decrecd , he ditferred his coming vatill 
Lauri was indeed departed this mortal life , 
and buried. After fourc dayes he came vnto 
Bethania, where many people were aſſembled 
to comfort the ſorrowfull Siſters . Marthe vn« 
derſtanding of his comming met him by the 
way, before he was come into the Loune; 
Maria autem domi ſedebat: and Max v ſtayed at 
home, not knowing that her Maiſter was ſo 
neere : but ſo ſoone as her Siſter returned, and 
told her in her care, that her Maiſter was 
come and called for her; Ila vt audiuit ſurrexit 
«10: So ſoone as ſhe vnderitood , the (tart vp 
preſently, and came vnto him in the place 
where Martha had left him. 

2. But alas Iam gone tos ſoone from the 
houſe with her zlet vslooke backe againe, let 
vsbehold her wceping amongſt the ſorrow- 
full company that came to comfort her, let 
vs marke attentiu-ly her quicke obedience 
v hen our S uĩour called her ;for doubtleſſe 
h.ece is matter worth the noting . Swrrex tt 

F 6163 


$2 . Mary Magd 
ar: ſhe aroſe quickly : Yea, yea, the hart of 
M 4 6904 LEencould not reſt when the knew 
that Ievys Way at hand, when the heard hee 
Ma iſter named, neither did the {6 much as 
take her leaue of the companie, or tell them 
whither the went, but lett them doubtfull if 
ſhe went to the Sepulcher to weepe for her 
depatted brother,or no. Nor had the any rea · 
ſon to make dalay, it was Ver dilecti pulſantis; 
thevoyce of her beloued knocking at the dote 
of her hart, therfore ſhe role quickly, end in 
a trice ſhe was with him. But o Bleſſed Saint 
runne not too faſt, let me accompany thee in 
this happy courſe, let me talke with thee in 
the way: what deſites boyled in thy hart ? 
what flames of louc? what prompt obedi- 
ence? what inward toy ioyned with outward 
ecares ? what watchfull diligence looking e- 
uery waytoeſpic him? I ſee thy ſorrow on 
the one fide wil not let thee heate me, and thy 
ioy on theother caries thee from me. Thy 
Maiſters name ſounded in thy cares will not 
let thee giue eare ynto me; the abundance of 
thy tearcs do drowne thyne cies thou canſt 
not ſee me, yet my faynting hart cannet 
choſe but follow thec: and ſince I cannot 
heare thee ſpeake vnto me, I will be fo bold 
as harken what thou ſayeſt to ſweet I'esvs, | 
| when 
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when thou'camelt vnto him. 
3. Domine ſi ſuijſes hic, non — 
meu. O Lord it thou hadſt bya heere my bro» 
ther had not dyed. Thus ſhe ſpake vpon her 
knes at out Saujours feet, for yidens cum cecidit 
all pee eim: ſet ing him, the fell do w ne vpon 
tier knees at the feet of- her Maiſter, as her 
wonted home; doubting not butfrom thence 
mne ſhould rece ĩae i lalue for her gtieued harry 
or at leaſt with his diuine preſeuce mitigste 

ber Cghts and teates. 

But when the hining lampe of Eternity 
eaſt tis beautiful ebuntenante pon that Wa- 
try cloud, it did not tur ne the cloud into a 
bricht and gladſome he, but rather (o Mj- 
ragle,! ') wag himcltc inueſted with the cloud 
ol grictc, g lactymatus eſt leſus, aud Iæsvs wepr. 
O deautifullteatesot Bleſſed MAOGDALEN 
vnto the which Cügtst Itsvs ioynes his 
teares: O ſtraug A d,⅜t of diuiac loue of 
our deuour, Pilgrime, who draweth water 
fromthe rocke and reafes from CunisrT 
bimfelfe! Now doubt not worthy Saint but 
thy bkörber willteuiue at thy requeſt: now 
ceafe\ to weepe, wh teates haue done inough, 
174 brough e water of infinir valew , a 

of valpeakable Worth, and beyond al 


prize, v which (prinlded vpon thy brother 
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dead body will giue it life againe. Tell him 
therfore ( vbi poſuiſti eum) where haue you laid 
him; he w him the place, bid him come and 
ſee, Veni & vide. And thus they led him vn- 
to the graue, where the Almighty band, of 
the Sonne of God at the requeſt of Bleſſed 
Mcp ſhewed his divine power ouet 
him, called him from out the earth, rayſed 
him from Death, to the great comfort, and 
no leſſe admiration of all that were preſent, 
| eſfpeciallyof the two Siſters , and molt of all 
of the Bleſſed MacoaLen, by whoſe prayers 
(as the prayer of her Feaſt doth witnes Jour 
Sauiour wrought this fomous miracle. 


How Bleſſed Magdalen annoynted our Sa- 
wiour againe before hy Paſſion . Of the 
murmuration of Iudas, and how Chriſb 
defended her. 


CHAP. III. 


N O vv are we come to that Heroyical at 
of leue, for which our Sauiour would 
h. ue this Bleſſed Saint famous throughout 
all the world, to wit, the precious oyntment 
3 vpon his head * ut dayes before his 

itter death and paſſion; of which the boly 


Euangeliſtes vnto her pepetnall honour and 
rchowne 


ere 
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renowne do make molt honourable men- 
tion, where they ſpeake of the box of pre- 
cious oyntment that the brought and po- 
wred ypon his head being at the table. And 
doubtleſſe the variety of names which che 
holy Euangeliſtes vie to declare this oynt- 
ment, eaſily giues vs to geſſe at the excellent 
worth of it . Cambyſi one of the moſt potent 
Kings of Perſia, as a tate and ſingular gift, ſent 
vato the King of #gypta box of Alabaſter jul 
of precious oyntment, wherby is ſufficiently 
d-clarcd that it was a thing of great eſteeme; 
and it was of Alabaſter itonc, which doth con- 
ſerue the oyntments from corruption , as Plis 
py witneſſeth. And among all kind of oynt - 
ments, that of moſt price, was that which 
theEuangeliſt calleth Nardu, the Spike-nard, 
as Clemens Alexandrina noteth. It was alſo ſaid 
to be ynguentum piſticum, that is, True, not fey- 
ned or adultered . It was allo called ſbicatum, 
becauſe ſome oyles were made of the leaues of 
Nard,others of the Spike : this ſecond was the 
true and beſt. Of this was the oyle of Bleſſed 
MAaGDALEN, ofexceeding great worth, 
in fo much chat by this argument the learned 
Cardinall Baronizs concludeth , that Bleſſed 


 MAGDALEN was very rich, who ſo oſten, 


and with ſuch precious oyles fo aboundantly 
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did powte them vpou our Sauiouts head and 
feet. For it being the cultame, that gheſie⸗ 
ſhould be refreſhed with this courtely, hows» 
ſocuer they who inuited our Sauiour pertor- 
med their dutyes or not, yct Bleſſed Macnar 
LEN of herpart would not be wanting. Nei- 
they was ſhe cantent to powre it vpon bis 
bead, as ordinarily they vigd , but allo an- 
noynted his feet, which being very delicate 
and tender, were with the labours of the 
way, and hcate of the weather in ſuch ſort 
iniured, that they might well be capable af 
this charitable office, eſpecially if (as many 
thinke) he went barefoot. 

2. Maxr therfore did take a box of this 
precious Spike-nard, a moſt fragrant oynt- 
ment, ſaith S. obs, and did annoynt his feet, 
and againe did wipe them with her bayre, 
This oyntment was to be pawred vpon the 
head, and ſo ſhe did, as the other Euangeliſts 
write, but ſhe beſlowed part theroſ alſo vpon 
his feet, and afterward wiped it off againe 
with her hayres, as who ſhovld lay , then it 
was fitteſt oyntment for her bayres when it 
had touched our Saviours feet. Neither did 
ſhedealc ſo niggardly, as to keep any of it 
frem him, but breaking the box in preces 


powredit vpon his head at the Table, that al 
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the houſe might be partaker of the yertue 
therof , & domwimpleta eff ex odore vnguenti: and 
the koule was filled with the fragrant odour 
of the precious oyntment. But where vertue 
ſhineth ſo bright, vice muſt needs repine,and 
where charity yieldeth ſo ſweet aſmell, enuy 
mult needs belch forth her poyſon ing ſtench, 
and from whoſe venimous mouth muſt it 
come, or from what poy ſoned hart, but from 
that ſalſe- har ted and treacherous Iadas, and 
that with the cloake of vertue, ſor ſhame and 
feare of being deſcryed? And what cloake did 
he choſe, but the title of his care towards the 
poote? Quare hoc pugnent um non venijt trecentss de- 
nartjs, & datum eft egenis? Why was not this 
oyntatent ſold for three hundred pence ,and 
giuen tothe poore? But there wanted not an 
eagle-eyed Euangeliſt, to difcouer bis miſ- 
chieuous intent, & lay him open to the view 
of the world in his deformed and vgly ſhape, 
He ſaid not this( ſaith S. John) becauſe he ca» 
red for the poore, but becauſe he was a thiefe 
and carried the purſe. O wicked wretch,doth 
thy mynd (till runne on money ! Is it not in- 
ough that thou meaneſt to ſell thy Maiſter for 
thirty pence, but yet thou muſt gape atother 
three handred? and at this laſt fauour offe- 
red him before his death, doth thy cankred 
F 4 hare 
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hartrepine! 

3. But perhaps ſome will ſay , that not 
only Indas ,but the reſt of the Diſciples (at 
leaſt ſome of them) did no leſſe, as the other 
Euangeliſts write. Io which obiection I 
ealily anſwere , that the other Euangel iſts by 
a figure do take one number for another , as 
they vic oftentymes to do: or elſe, as S. Augu- 
ſtine and others expound, the reſt hearing lu- 
das ſpeake, they alſo ſpake of it, but they 
With true zeale and deuotion to the poore in- 
deed ; he with auar ice and cnuie: and there- 
fore S. lohn making no account of what the 
others ſaid, only reuealeth the malicious in- 
tent of Ind&s , and calls him Theeſe. 

4+ But why do lentertayne you ſo long 
with theſe ſpeaches, and keep you from hea- 
ring the defence of the deuout Macpalen? 
Why are you troubleſome vnto this woman 
(faith Cua is? ) you ſay why ſhould there be 
permitted ſo gteat a loſſe? Iſay, why do you 
moleſt her? You lay it might haue been ſold 
for three hundred pence: I ſay, Sinite illam, let 
her alone, ſhe knoweth what ſhe doth. You 


ſay, it might haue been giuen to the poore: I, 


ſay, you haue the poore allwayes with you , 
but me you ſhall not all wayes haue ſo. You 
lay, it is caſt away: I ſay, it is a good worke; 

| and 
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and not caſt away, but kept vntill the day 
of my buriall; and that the doth that now 
which then the (hall want opportunity to 
performe. And beſides , this which you 
think loſt, is ſuch a worke, that Iwill haue it 
regiſtred in petpetuall memory for her grea- 
ter honour and pray ſe, that whercſocuer this 
Ghoſpell ſhall be preachedin a'l che world, 
there ſhall be mention made of this heroy call 
act in memory of her. 

It was thought to be a great loſſe, be- 
cauſe it was of great price;yer our Bleſſed Sa- 
uiour anſwered , as if it had been nothing, 
quod habuit hoc fecit: what ſhecould do ſhe dig, 
tor although the oyntment of it ſelf was very 
precious as haue ſhewed before, yet if two 
circumſtances be noted, it will ſcem nothin 
at all, yea if it had been the moſt precious ic 
well in the world. For if we confider the 
perſon on whome it was beſtowed , and the 
deuotion of her that gaue it, doubtleſſe ir 
will appcare litle or nothing, and therfore 
molt fitly he ſaid ,quod habuit hoc ſerit, ſhe gave 
what ſhe had: becauſe our Bleſſed Saujour 
well ſa w, that incompariſon of what ſhe de- 
fired to giue, orbeſtow ypon him, that was 
nothing in her hart. 

6. But the inward ranco'r of Iadæ his 
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infected mynd was more ityrred yp with the 
great praiſe of Bleſſed MAGDaLEN, and ther- 
tore he went forthwith vnto the proude 
Ser ibes and enuĩous Phariſies, and there to (a+ 
tisfy his couetous mynd, and to be reuenged 
to the fill, he ſold his deare and louing Mai- 
ſer for thirty pence, O wicked merchand, 
how ill haſt thou made thy bargayne?Haſt 
thou (old the treaſute of Heauen and riches 
of the world for thirty pence ? Hafſt thou 
come vnto his Bleſſed Mother, or the deuout 
MAaGDALEN, they would haue giuen thee 
much more, to haue left off thy bad inten- 
ded purpoſe: but Auarice hath blindcd thee, 
Malice hath wholy poſſeſſed thee, and ther- 
fore I ſee no remedy for thee, ſince thou wilt 
not returne againe to thy Maiſter, and aske 
pardon for ſo great a ſinne, ſo ſoule a fault, 
and haynous offence. — 

7, Thus farre I haue followed my de- 
uout Pilgrime ſtep by ſtep this third day of 
her tedious journey: but now hauing loſt 
her ſight, and not knowing whicher ſhe is 
gone, I am conſtrayned heare to reſt this 
night; and to morrow meane to make all 
diligent inquiry which way I may take to 
find her. | 


THE 


. 
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How Ble ſſed Magdalen met our Sauiour 
carrying his Croſſe to Mont Caluary, ad 
was preſent at hu ignominious Death . 


CHAP. I. 


O vy had the rauening wolves 

ceaſed vpon the innocentLambe 

of God; and were going to exe- 

cute their laſt cruelty vpon him, 

HU himſelfecarying a heauy Croſſe 

ypon his back, where on he was to dy;when 
behold many deuↄut woman who had follo- 
wed him before, and now meeting him, be- 
gan moſt pittifully to bewaylefo lamentable 
a ſpeRacle and vntolerable abuſe offered vn- 
to the Sonne of God: amongſt which were 
the Bleſſed Virgin his deareft Mother, and 


our 
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our holy MacvaLew his faythfull Penitent. 
And now was the ſhining light of the world 
Chriſt Izsvs , brought vnto the laſt euening 
of his life ,and his beautifull beames were 
quite obſcured, by the darke cloudes of vgly 
death: yet did not our louing Pilgrims for- 
lake herdeare Maiſter in this fo great extre- 
mity, but with the Bleſſed Virgin ſtood moſt 
conſtantly at the foot of the Croſſe with a 
Wounded hart, beholding the bleeding 
wWwoundes of him whom ſhe loued more then 
her oe life. Stabat iuxtacrucem Teſu mater eiu, 
EC ſoror matris eiu Maria Cleophe , & Maria Mag- 
dene: Neerc vnto the Crofle of Ielus ſtood 
hislouing mother, her ſiſter Mary Cleopha, 
and Maxy MAGDALEN. Saidt Mathewy maketh 
expreſſe mention of there Mar vs beſides the 
Bleſſed Virgin, and ſaith many other deuout 
woman were there preſent alſo, out of which 
places we may eaſily gather the rare vertue: 
of our Bleſled MaDALEN, to whols prayſe 
(after Chriſt and his Bleſſed Mother) this my 
laborious Pilgrimage doth moſt of all tend. 

2. Here — we mult admire the 


great Cõſtancy & true Fortitude of our Bleſ- M 


ſed MAacDALEN , two fit branches to (pring 

from the root of trueſt loue. She followe 

him in his preaching , ſetuing him with all 
diligence 
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diligence ; the —— to ſee him dragged 
through the ſtreets of Hicruſale with a huge 
Croſſe vpon his back; ſhe followed him vn- 
to the Mont Calaary; there ſhe ſtands as neete 
the Croſſe as ſhe can; there the weeps, ſighes, 
and be way les the loſſe of ſo dearc a Maiſter, 
ſo louing a Lord, ſo ſweet a Sauiour. The 
ancient Eygyprians in ſignification of true and 
immoucableaffetia were wont to paynt an 
Almond tree, and a doue ſiting at the roote of 
it, with this poeſy: necdum ceſſat amor: loue 
ceaſeth not as yet. Who doth not ſee vnder 
this loriſhing Almond tree, the Croſſe , this 
groaning Doue to fit , and yet her loue not to 
ceaſe, but rather to increaſe;necdum ceſſat amor. 
No, no, it was not falſe friendſhip grounded 
ypon tyme , and hanging ypon Fortunes 
wings ;but that diuine loue which the holy 
Ghok aith , that in true friends doth neuer 
fayle , owmi tempore diligit qui amici eſt: A true 
friend loues allwayes. Thc Apoſtles promi- 
ſed to go and dye with him, but (alas) at the 
princh they left him, yet ſtood our Bleſſed 
Masa EN at the foot of the Croſſe neare 
ynto him, not fear ing any thing whileſt che 
had her Maiſter in her fight, either dead or 
aliue. ö 

3. Beſides, if the vertues of a woman 
anny 
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may be gathered or gheſſed at by the compa. 
ny that the kept ( as eaſily they may) behold 
in what copany our Bleſſed Pilgrime goerb: 
with Iesvs, with his Bleſſed Mother, with 
the deucut Marres , and holy women, aud 
ther fore worthy to be inſerted into thattroly 
Catalogue, as by the holy Euangeliſt ſhe is. 
Great was the gricfe of the Patriarke lacob 
+ When he beheld che girnent of his beloued 
Sonne Iojeph belmearcd with bloud, whereby 
he thought his child to be deuoured . Many 
were the teares ofthe louing parents of young 
Tobie, when they ſaw their ſonne did not te- 
turne at the day appoynted Hod much did 
the Kingly Prophet lament the vntimely 
death ot his beautiful 4bſolom,though diſobe- 
dient vnto him? How many tearcs did the 
Prophet Hieremy ſhed , ſeeing in ſpiritthe de- 
ſtruction of the holy Citty of Hieruſalem? With 
what griefe then would Bleſſed Macparyy 
lament , when ſhe ſaw ber deare Maiſter 
| murthercd before her face, & could not help 

him? Whatteares would the ſheed in the ah- 
ſenſe of heronly comfort? How much would 
ſhe grieue at the vntimely death of the beau- 
ty of the world obedient I's vs , and how 
could the bur mourne to ſce the holy Citty of 
Hieruſalem to bedepriucd, by hero wne blind- 

nes; 
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nes, of ſo rich a treaſure! 

Giue me leaue, o Bleſſed Virgin Mo- 
ther, and Queene of Angells, by the greatnes 
of thy griefe to take a proportionable mea- 
ſure of the ſorrow ful pangs of weeping Ma o- 
DALEN. It is ſaid of the Bleſſed Virgin, that 
the dolours of Childbirth (from which by. 
particular priuiledge ſhe was freed ) were 
doubled at the foot of the Crofle at the tyme 
of our Bleſſed Sauidurs Paſſion : ſo as the pro- 
pheſy of Simeon was fullfilled , tuam ip ani- 
mam pe rtranſibit gladius: the ſword of his Paſſion 
ſhall paſſe through thy hare ;zand by this the 
is ſaid to be more then a Martyr, as divers 
Fathers write. Now if we will make a gheſſo 
at the Bleſſed VirginFgriefe, we muſt take it 
from the meaſure of her loue, and that being 
beyond all humane apprehenſion, the great- 
nes of her gricfe muſt alſo be ynſpeakeable. 

Then with the ſame rule, and weight 
let vs deſeend vnto our Bleſſed Pilgrimes 
griefe. Her loue as our Saviour witneſſeth 
was great, aud indeed the effect of it did ſhew 
it to be very great, dilexit multùm: ſhe loued 
much, and therfore by the ſame rule het com- 
paſſion much, her ſorrow great. 

6. But perhaps ſome will ſay ,I brag to 
much of her, being ſo necre the Crolle , when 
the 
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the other Evangelitts write, that they were 


all afar off. To which many not improbable 
anſwers many be giuen. For ſince S. oha ſaith, 
they ſtood ncere, it mult be ſo ; and ſince the 
relt ſay, they ſtood a loofe off, it muſt not be 
denied. Per happs therfore they were not fo 
neere as the louldiers were, end they that 
crucified him, and ſo in compariſon of them 
a fatre off; yet nat ſo farre off, but they might 
both ſee him, and beare him ſpeake, as they 
did, when he ſpake to his Bleſſed Mother, 
and tothe holy Euangeliſt: and in this re(- 
ped they might be laid to be neere. Or elſe, 
at the firſt they were nete, as people vſe to 
come as neere to the place of executiõ as they 
can, eſpecially at the death of thoſe home 
they loue; ſo at the firſt they might be neere 
and after be driucn back by the rude, diſcour- 
teous and barbarous ſouldiers. Or perhaps 
at the firſt, they ſtood a looſe, as 8. Matthew 
and Saint Laube write, but after ward drew 
ncere, and then our Satiourfpake, a5 S. lobn 
; witneſſeth. She was therfore preſent at the 
death of CRS, at the ſgauen words which 
he ſpake , and all rhe while moſt conſtantly 
ſtood at the foot of the Croſſe, in company 


of the Bleſſed Virgin. 
Has 
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How Bleſſed Magdalen was preſent at the 
taking downe of our Sauiour from the 
Croſſe , and accompanied hs ſacred 

Body to the Sepulcher . . 


CHAP. II. 


Hz Redemption of mankind in mo 
copious manner being finiſhed , and the 
beloued Sonne of God hauing giuen vp the 
ghoſt towards the cuening, two noble Dil- 
ciples Nicodemw,and Ioſeph of 4rimathis hauing 
begged of Pilate the incitimable relique of the 
world, the Bleſſed Body of our Lord and Sa- 
viour lzsvs Cnarst , they came and tooke it 
downe from the Croſſe with all due reſpect 
and reverence , in the preſence, & (doubtles) 
with the help of the Bleſſed Virgin, and the 
reſt of that deuout company: and hauing 
woone it vp in the beſt manner they could in 
that tyme and place, they caried it into a 
garden thereby, where. was a ſepulcher all- 
ready made, wherein neuer any as yet had 
byn laid: and our deuout Pilgrime, as S. Lubbe 
noteth , followed vato the monument, and 
tooke particular notice as well of the place 
where, as the manner how he was laid. 
2+ S. Matthew writteth , Erat autem ibi Ma- 
| G ia 
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ia Magdalene ,C& altera Marta ſedentes contra ſepul . 
chrum: I here was Mary MAGpALEN,and an- 
other Maxx ſiting over againſt the ſepulcher. 
Hcere (ate our wofull Pilgrime in a ſad me- 
diration , thinking with her ſelfe, that the 
had not as yet beſtowed her laſt farewell v- 
gn him with her precious oyles, and ther- 
fore (he late muſing, and plotting with ber 
ſelte how (he might find out ſome opportu- 
nity to come and annoynt that ſacred Body: 
but the next day being their Sabaoth, Which 
was molt ſtrictly oblerued amongſt the 
lewes, it was no little payne vnto her to 
thinke, that all the next day ſhe could not 
come to take heriaſt farewell of her liue leſſe 
Maiſter. 

3. S. Lube maketh mention of their com- 
ming to the monument, how they viewed it, 
and noted the manner of the placing of his 
Body, viderunt monumentum, & quemadmodum 
poſitum erat corps eius: They beheld the monu- 
ment, and how the body was laid; which 
did playncly ſignify the ychemency.of their 
affect ion, and the great heed they tooke leaſſ 
they ſhould miſtake the place, and ſo be fru- 
ſtrate of their chiefeſt defires . And hauing 
taken ſuch ſpeciall notice therof, and of the 
circumſtances of the buriall, they departed 
' home 
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home vnto Hieruſalem , and fo made ready 
their [weet ſpices and precious oyntments, 
that they might as loone as the Sa- 
baoth ſhould be paſt; for on the Sabaoth 
they reſted , as the precept commaunded 
them. 

4. By all which we maycuidently ſee, 
the exceſſiue loue, and — charity of 
Bleſſed MAcnaLen towards Calis r, perſeue - 
ring with him at the Croſſe, following him 
to the Sepulcher, noting the place, & man- 


Iner of his buriall, buying of her oyles, prepa- 


ring her perſumes, as one that had nothing in 
het mynd but Ixsvs, nothing in her hart but 
Cunts, nothing in her thought but whom 
ſne loued, and —_— elſe to imploy her la- 
bours , but about her deare Maiſter, and lo- 
uing Sauiour: O who could haue heard the 
ſeruorous ſpeach and diuine conuerſation of 
theſe holy Max ve, when they ſate at the Se- 
pulcher ! when they retuned to Hieruſalem ! 
when they brought and prepared theſe ſweet 
perfumes! Of how little eſteeme would the 
thinke the moſt precious oyles and —— 
perfumes, in reſpect of that ſacted body vpon 
which theſe heauenly balmes were to be be- 
ſtowed ! How often would they mingle and 
temperthem to make them more fragrant , 
| Gz and 
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and fiting for ſuch a Corſe! how often would 
they imagine their hands now already in the 
worke ,and their harts would bleed to be- 
hold him dead, from whom they had recei- 
ucd life! How often would they wiſh the 
ſunne would haſten bis courſe, that it might 
be night the ſooner, & the ſooner day againe, 
that they might ſet forth to accompliſh this 
their deſire! Neither can I perſwade my ſelf, 
that any ſleep could ſhut vp the watchfull 
eyes of Bleſſed MacpaLen all that night , but 
with harty wiſhes, and longing defires ſhe 
paſt that long day (as ſhe thought ĩt) and te- 
dious night. 
How Bled Magdalen gocth on Sunday 
morning to the Sepulchcr to annoynt the 
ſacred Boay of her drare Maiſter. 
CHAP. III. 

N O vy had the neare approach of the i 


gladſome Sunne giuen euident tokens Þ 
that the dawning of the day was at hand , 


hen bchold the Bleſſed MAGDALEN, with 


thereſtof the devout Marves began to take 
their jorney to the place for which they had i 
ſo long prepared themſelpes. And heere doth 
our Bleſſed Pilgrime ſhew the firmeneſle of fl 

her Þi 
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her loue. Neither would the ſtay that the 
brightnes of the ſunne, or light of the day 
might direct her, but preſently ſet forth cam 
«dbuc tenebre eſſent, whileſt it was yet darke, 
and ſo came vnto the monument by ſunne 
rifing . Their talke in the way was, Quit reuo- 
luet nobis lapidem ab oftio, monuments ? WHO ſhall 
remoue the ſtone for vs from the dore ofthe 
monument? forthe ſtonc indeed was very 
great, as S. Marke witeſſeth. But that diffi- 
culty quickly ceaſed , for os law the ſtone 
remoued , and an Angell fitting vpon it, 


bidding then: not to feare, for Chriſt was 
riſen , and that they ſhould go quickly, and 


tell the ſame to the Diſciples; which they 
doing our Sauiour appeared ynto them in 
he way, where they imbraced and kiſſed his 

ect, 
2. But ſeeing that S. lohn maketh men- 
ion of a peculiar apparition yato the Bleſſed 
MAGDALEN alone, and S. Marke faith , that 
ur Sauiour appeared firſt to our Bleſſed 
AGDALEN,, it is Like that he appearcd twice 
nato her. And becauſe this apparition men- 
ioned by S. lohn doth euidently ſhe w the ex- 
eſſiue loue of the Bleſſed Penitent, I am ob- 
iged not to paſſe it ouer without particular 
iſcuſſion of ſo ſingular fauour. Our Bleſ- 
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ſed Saint therfore not finding her deare Mai- 
ſters dead body which ſhe hoped to haue im- 
balmed, (he ſtood at the Monument without 
weeping ; and as Loue is allwayes ſolicitous, 
ſhe ſtooped downeto looke if any where the 
could ſee him, whom ſhe ſo much laucd, and 
without whom the thought ſhe could not 
liue . And behold fo diligently the ſearchec 
for one, that ſhe found two, and not Men 
but Angells, one at the head, another at the 
feet, whodemaunded the cauſe of this her ſe 
great griefe and ſorrow, Mulier quid ploras: We 
man why weepeſt thou? She ſoone replyed 
tulerunt Dominum meum, & neſcio vbi poſuerunt eum 
They haue taken away my Lord, & l kno 
not where they haue laid him. Neither dic 
ſhè ſtay to make any further demand ofthem 
or anſwere any further ynto them, but tur 
ning about looked for her dead Maiſter, whe 
in ſhape of a Gardiner appeared vnto her, ane 
ſhe knew not that it was the Ile wel ſhe fough 
ſo much, nor the Treaſure which could onl 
make her rich: yet this the demaunded of him 
Si tu ſuſtuliſli eum &c. If thou halt taken hi 
away, tell me, and Iwill take him. He de 
maunded of her two things, why the wept 
and whome ſhe ſought . She anſwered tc 
both very ſtrangly, If thou haſt taken hin 
aws 
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away: neither telling him, what Him ſhe 
meant , nor knowing whome he was ſhe 
fpake vato , as though all the world had 
knowne her mynd , ſeen her hart, and pittied 
her wane; thus with exceſſiue louc the was 
tranfported beyond her ſelfe. 

3. Then the bountifull goodnesof ſweet 
Iz$svs would detayne his louing Diſciple 
no longet in the maze of loue, but taking off 
the mas ke of his vaknowae ſhape, called her 
by her name, Maxr, ſhe anſwered Maifter, 
aud running to her wonted place, his feet, fell 
downe and imbraced them, which our Sa- 
uiour forbidding ſaid, touch me not, Ihaue 
not yet aſcended vnto my Father; but go vn- 
to my brethren and tell them, that I aſcend 
to my Father, and yours, my God, and your 
God. Then came Bleſſed Ma 6D ALTE n,and 
told the Diſciples: I haue ſcen my Lord, and 
thus he ſaid vnto me. 

4. O Bleſſed Sauiour, quim dulcis te qua- 
rentibws , ſed quid innenientibus ? How (wert art 
thou to thoſe who ſeeke thee, but at tonge 
can expreſſe the delight they feele who fin 
thee? How then ſhall my weary pen be able 
to ynfold the great aboundance of ioy of this 
thy louing Diſciple, who ſo diligentlyſ t 


thee, and ſo happily found the! She {o it 
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thee firſtin the Sepulcher and could not find 
thec,and therefore ſuppoſed ſhe had quite loſt 
thee. She ſought thee dead and found thee 
aliue, & therfore doth not know thee;zwhom 
when ſhe found, what force could detayne 
her from thee? But O Bleſſed MAGDALEN, 
ſince my faltring tongue is not able to vtter 
what my willing bart deſireth, giue me leaue 
a little to ſollace my ſelfe in this diuine Dia- 
logue bet w ixt thy Louing Maiſter and thy 
ſelte, and with my rude vnpoliſhed muſe to 
gratulate this thy vnſpeakcable happines. 


Maria ſtabat ad monumentum foris plorans . 
Mary ſtood at the monument without weeping , 


V HEN Chrift that Orient pearle , and 
j shinning ſunne 
V'V a5 drownd inV Ve ſlerne ſireames vpon the Craſe, 
Then Magdalen her flouds of teares begun 
To shew her loue , and 10 be wajle ber loſſe: 
Thus gold appeares, when purified ſrom drofſe , 

- How at the monument she did deplore , 

Shall be her monument for euermore , 


No diſmall death bad darkned ſober eyes, = 
But watchful d ligence imbalm d in woes, 
Al clad in ſable weed with mournefull cryes 


For 


Pilgrimage 10 Paradiſe . 105 
For her deare M after,io the plac abe goes , 
And beadlong into grieſe ber ſelſe be throwes , 
Her hart diſmaid, ber ſenſes ſo be num 4 
As with ber Maiſter abe bad byn intombꝰd. 


But yet this little ſparke of hope remaynd 
T 1mbalme bis body wth ber ſragrant oy les, 
By this her labour at the leaſt abe gaynd 
Some little parcell of the former ſpoyles ; 
In tui ber watch, and ward, the runnes, and toyles. 
But when depriud oſthat which her beſell 
No tongue, no pen, nor bart the grieſe can tall. 


No Man 1 more , but Mara be thy name, 
Let bitternes in thee thy name expreſſe 
Thine eyes, thy bart, thy fighes , thy ſobbs the ſame, 
Tea, yea, ſuch muſuche muſt be thyredreſſe : 
This muſt recall thy former bap ynes: 
This mitigate thy ſorroves plungd in paine , 
This call thy louing Maiſter backs agame. 


But dole ſall MacpAL&N behold at hand 

Heere comforters from he auen ſent to thee , 

Behould two glorious Angells here do ſtand, 

And ſeeme to meruaile much theſe teares to ſee 

L ooke vp. ſpeake tothem ,ashe them who they be « 
She naught regards the Angells that are ſent , 
yy hom none bin Lord of Angells can content. 
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But they to make the wound of griefe more deepe, 
And torenew the newly wounded ſore, * 
Demaund the cauſe, and ake ber why ſee weep: 
VV hich words her tender hart in pieces tore, 
VV azhed with teares and bleeding yet in goare. 
Tet anſwere will che make though to ber coſt 
And comfort find to ſpeake of whom he loſt. 


T'as not inough with iguominiou death, 
To take away the life of Life from me, 
VVhereon my deareſt life , my ſpirit , and breath 
Depend ns leſſe then all the world may ſee 
Since neither beauen nor earth can comfort be. 
This not inongh, the more my hart to ſlay 
My treaſure rob d, my Maiſter ſlolne away. 


Tet this not all that cuts my panting bart , 

And ſtabbes my dying ſoule with griefe anew, 

But hateſull Enxy with 4 fatal dart 

yy oundes me te death in taking from my view 

My Maiſter ,ere I gaue the laſt adieu. 
And yet a further wound augments my ſeare , 
I neither know by whom , or when , or where . J 


Thus to the Angells of the ſtar-deckt Pole 
She giue i 4 farewell with a ſilent ſonge , 
At iſ therewith she ſeemed to controle 
This their demaund that held her there too long, ] 
As cauſe from whence ber further grieſes bad ſprong. f ] 
| Atl 
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And back vnto her former hop e the goes, 
To weep and wayle, and to lament her woes. 


Neuer Aurora inthe mornings prime > 
Bedewd with ſtileſt drops of pale ſacd night, 
Did ſeeme more beauteousin the ſummer time, 
yy ben P hebus ſpreades bf glaring beamesof tzght y 
Then did our weeping Pilgrime in (he ſight 
Of thoſe who did bebould the flowers of lone, 
And ſeas of teares, eh one another maus. 


From flames of lone, fountaines of flowing teares 
Sprong forth , and bubling with 4 ſweet-tun'd yoyces 
Treldpleaſant muſike vnto all that beares : 
And heauen it ſelfe a waked with the noyſe 
Could not but chooſe at theſe ber teares rezozce « 
O Oſtrang eſſect of loues all- couering power, 
VYrought in thu princely ſeat,& mighty tower. 


Thus caſting oft ber watry eyes about, 

To ſee if yet at length ib could e(py 

Her louing Masſter , or could find bim out 

V bo in ber bart ( though dead) could neuer dy, 

Thougbnow indeed not dead, but ſtands ber bY, = 
yybome abe ſo much with mornſul teareslamtt, 
Tet ſeeing doth not kn1w ber chiefe content - 


Por finding whome be ſought the ſeekesto know , 
If be could tydings giue of whome she ſought « - 
O ext ſy, what it that blindeth ſo 
Her 
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Her 3 thisefſet bath wrong bt 

O beauenly loue , that ſuch an art bath tanght , 

To ſee , to find , to ate, and to abt azne , 

- Tet not to know ,to purchaſe greater game ! 


Then Chrift to add more fewell tothe fire , 

And to augment the Ocean of ber teares, 

Diſguis'd and matked in a ſtrang attyre , 

Vnto bis balf-ſleyne MAGDALEN appeares , 

And ſoundes this dole ſull ditty in her cares. ( moane ? 
VPoman why weep'ſt thou? what meanes all this 
VV bome ſeekoſt thou thus diſmaid*thus all alone? 


She tells no cauſe of grieſe , but ſoone replyes; 

Tf thou baft taken lim from hence, but tell 

The graue, the place, the tombe wherein he lyes, 

She powes lo fetch him backe what ere befell , 

For nothing daunts the hart where IE SVS dwell . 
Thus won with teares , he comes without delay, 
VV bom neither heauẽ̃, or earth,or bellcould ſtay. 


And witb a word giues life vnto ber hart, 

That euer flowing griefe had almoſt kild , 

And vęly death ſtood ouer with a dart, 

But all tolate, for now ber bart was fild 

VV th be auenly tojes, into the ſame inftild . 

* This word MARIA ſounding in her cares, 
Aſſwag'dber grieſe,ſtild ſorrow dried ip teares. 
Neuer 
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Neuer the chaſed bart with deadly wound, 
VVith ſwifter courſe vnto the fountaine baſt , 
Then MA 6G D & LE N, when ihe her Lord bad found, 
VV bo being knowne,then all her griefe was paſt : 
Thus heauenly loue ſtill ſpeedeth at the laſt. 
And to her wonted place his feet she hies, 
But this ber ſuite her Maiſler now demes 


Denyes? O heauens | then MaGDALEN mult dy, 
For only yponthis ber life depended , . 
Ther fore ſweet Ixs vs, if thou doſt deny, 
Her ſitting at thy ſeet, her liſe i ended. 
Poore MAGDALEN in what hadſt thou offended? 
VV bat cloud bad thus eclip ſt thy morning ſunne? 
Ending thy tojes when they were ſcarce begun? 


No, no, be . nothing ſo, 

For other thing he now deſigneth thee , 

Tea to his deareſt Brethren thou muſt go. 

And tell the newes whichthou thy ſelfe didft ſee , 
How he frompangs of vgly death u free, 

In Galilee for bim they muſt attend, 

VP hence to his beauenly Father heele aſcend. 


Thu MaGDa LEN ynto th' Apoſiles went 
Bedecked with the beauteous beames of light 

VV bich pnto her the Sunne of Iuſtice lent , 
Aſter the ſable throud of darkeſome night, 

Loe how the ſlecying Lyon shewe 5 his might , 


| To 
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To men 4 woman newes of life to bring : 
And well,ſor death from woman firſt did ſpring 


Now MAGDAL:+N let ceaſe thy mournſull teares , 
Thy Maifter l1ucs, and neuer more to dy; 

Then lay aſide thy ſigles, thy ſobbs , thy ſeares, 

The ieyſull tunes of pleaſing mir th to try , 

VV Inch now thy Maiſl er neuer will deny. 

Then preach hu mergy to the worlds laſt coaſt , 
And ſacrifice thy ſelfe a liuing boaſt . 
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THE FIFTH 
DAYESIOVRNEY, 


, 
The imployment of Bleſſed Magdalen , from 
the Rc ſurreclion of Chriſt, vntill her bani- 
ſhment out of Inry . 
CH AP. I. 
E VR Bleſſed. Lord and Saniour 


lelus Chriſt, hauing ſent word 
vnto his loving Diſciples by the 
deuout Maxyes, that he would 
meet them in Galilee, and that 
there they ſhould ſec him aſcend vnto his 
Eternall Father, it is not to be doubted, but 
our happy Pilgrime amongſt the firſt prepa- 
red her ſelfe to be preſent at the laſt departure 
of her deare Maiſter, where we may belicue 
ſhe rooke her laſt adieu with no leſſe exceſſe 
and ſignes of loue, then ſhe had alwayes be- 
fore ſhewed in the reſt of her life , where the 


holy 
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holy Euangelifts haue made any mention of 


her, as in diuers places they haue copiouſ- 
ly done. And when ſhe had with the Bleſſed 
Virgin &the holy company of the Apoſtles 
ſcen our Sauiour moſt criumphantly (to their 
great ioy, and valpcakeble comfort) alcend 
vnto his heavenly Pallace, and Princlyfeate , 
and with them allo reccaued that copious 
bleſſing which our Lord gaue them, as S.Lukg 
writeth, ſhe returned With the ſame Apo- 
ſtles, and deuout women into the Citty of 
Hieruſalem , to expect the comming of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and there they remained in con- 
tinuall prayer, as wereadin the firſt Chapter 
of the Acts of the Apoltles, wheteir is ſaic of 
them; Erant perſeuerantes vnanimiter in oratioue 
cum multeribus & Maria matre leſu, & ſratribus eius. 
They werte al perſeuer ing togtat her in prayer 
with the women, and Mary the Mother of 
Ixs vs, and his brethren Amongſt which wo- 
men to accompany our Bleſſed Lady, to wait 
vpon her, and to ſerue her, as alſo to ex- 
ped that divine ſpirit promiſed vnto them, 
our BlcfſedPilgrime was preſent ,and at the 
comming of the Holy Ghoſt teceaued her 
portion of heauenly grace amongſt thereſt. 
2. Neither dare [| be too curious toſearch, 
or too bold to define, how great a gift 4 
i 


- 


Sr 


did receaue, but that i lcaue to the mild Reg. 
der to cenſure at his preaſure,hapiog firſt con- 
dered the admirable beginnings , the con- 
ſtant perſeucrance, and the reſt o the rare ver- 
tues of this Bleſled Saint, and to weigh with 
himſelfe, that If grace be giuen according to 
the meaſure of loue (as it is wont ) ſhe that 
with her loue deſerued remiſſion of-ſo many 
ſinnes, followed our Sauiqpr fo diligently ; 
and by the ſame loue deſerued to be the firſt 
yato: whom our Bleſſed Sautour appeared 
after his glorious Reſurrection (his holy Mo- 
ther excepted) and beſides was made the firſt 
denouncer of his triumphant victory ouer 
desch, hell, and ſinne, vnto his deare Apo- 
ſtles. All theſe things (I ſay) conſidered, let 
him gheſſe at the manifold guifts and graces 
that her Maiſter would, now beſtow ypon 
her, being in his Kingdome of heauen, who 
was ſo liberall ynto her before, being heere on 
earth. | 
3. NMorcouer the grace of the Holy Ghoſt: 
wherc it is, cannot be idle, but muſt ſhew it 
ſelfe according to the meaſure of it greatnes: 
ifehcrfore we conſider, the mervailous effects 
that it wrought, in this glorious Saint as 
after we ſhall (ee) we muſt needs confeſle that 


the grace of the Holy Ghoſt was communi- 
R H cated 
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"cared vnto her in great aboundance . Een 
for having his cycs vpon his Maiſter, fen 
he wascarried vp into paradiſe , deſerued not 
only his Maiſters cloke, but alſo his double 
ſpirit. If then our Bleſſed Macpattxs eyes 
and hart not only in the tyme of his Aſcenſiõ 
were fixed vpot her deareſt Maiſter, but al- 
wa ies after as if he had caried her hart to hea» 
uen with him, what graces, what ſuccours, 
what clokes of vertueto couer her ſoule, what 
ſingular gifts co adorne her ſpirit, may we i= 
magine (he was indewed with?But wherfore 
doc I detaine my pen ſo long from ſetting 
downe the rare example of her admirable 
vertues after het Maiſters departure, by wHich 
(as I ſaid before) the inward beauty of her in · 
riched ſpirit will the better appeare. 
How Bleſſed Magdalen was baniſbed out of 
Iury, being daungerouſſ committed to the 
ſea : and how miraculon ſiy ſhe landed at 
| Marſells i» France. 


CH Ap. II. 


ov doth my true and truſty guide 8. 
Luke the — — cauſe me to leane 

the holy Land, and ſeeke my wanding Pil- 
gtime ſome where elſe. For hauing deſcribed 
> largly 
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largly the ucath of the Bleſſed Protomartyt 
S. Stephen in the acts of the Apoſtles and y. 
Chapter, in the next follow ing he telleth vs 
that, Fadia eff inilla die rerſecutio magna in Eccleſia © 
que erat H icreſolhmu, & amnei d ſperſi ſunt per re- 
giones ludes & Samaiie prater Apoſtolos. And it 
hapned at that time, there was a great perſe- 


Jcution in the Church which was at Hietu- 


falem,and all were diſpetſed through the coũ- 
tryes of fewty and Samaria,lauing the Apo- 
ftles . But I find our BI fled MacpaLtnto 
haue byn too great à freind of Chiiſt,ro be 
permitted to liue either in lewry or Sam ria, 
for as the ancient tradition and opinion of 
many learned writers is, ſhe was with her 
brother Laz4rw ; her filter Martha, Maximinus 
one of the Diſciples of Chriſt, loſeph of 4rimas« 
this and others ,imbarked in a thip, without 
any guide, favle, ot oars, and ſo commit- 
ted to the vaſt ſets and metey leſſe waucs to 
de a prey for death. 

. But thr all-feing eye of the providence 
of Almighty God, who hath care ot the ſmab- 
let bixdes of the ayte, and the leaſt warmes 
pon theearth, was not wanting vnto his lo- 
ling an rarriculerehildren, in ſo great and 
mminer daũger for his ſake, but wirhaſweet 
zile ot his diuine ſpirit brought them ſaſe ia 
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the place where he intended tobe honoured 
by them. | 


3- O Bleſſed Saint, ohappy Pilgrime, | 


now caſt thy fauoutable eycs: cowards me; 
who haue ſo long tollowed thee , the vait 
Ocean, the ſurging u aues, and threatning 
billowes ſhall not affright me, ſo I may be 
made worthy to follow thee, and behould 
the infinit goodnes of thy louing Ma iiter {till 
towards thee. He promiſed that where two 
or three be gathered togeather in his name, he 
wilt be in the middeſt ot tbemʒ then how can 
it come to paſſe that ſo happy a company be- 
ing gathered togeather io his name, and for 
the actence of his doctrine put themſelucs 


in daunger of theirliucs, that being now all 
which was left to looſe for ſweet Ixsvs lake; 
how can it be (Iſay) but he muſt be there i 
the midſt among you, and therefore Bleſſec 
MacpaLlen I know thou feareſt nothing. 
4. S. Peter be ing yet but yong in ſayth 
cricd out vnto his Maiſter being aſleep, Domin 
ſalua nos, perimus: but thou Bleſſed Saint lat 
nedſt to belecue, and haſt forgot to feare, an 
canſt remember nothin elle dot joue, whict 


indeed admits no troubleſome feare, etſedſ 


charitas foras mittit timorem. O that my weak 
vudeiltanding were able to conceaue wh 
| diuin 


e 
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divine ſpcachcs our BI. MaGpALEN would 
make vnto herdearc and louing Maiitecr, how 
much the would thanke him tor lo linguler a 
benefit, as giuing her ſo tit an occaſion to luf- 
fer loſſe ot goods, to be banithed out ot her 


| country, & put in jeopardy ot her Jitetor his 


lake , who. the ſo dcatly loued: how otten 
would ſhe ſay, it it be thy divine will ( [weee 
Saviour) that I (ould be made a prey vuto 
thele greedy fiſhes , behould I am ready to o- 
bay zit it be thy pleaſure that theſe deep (eas 
ſhould be my tomb, here I am prepared to 
accept of it; ifthou doſt delight to ſce me toſ- 


oled vp and done theſe waters, & coaſte, thy 


wil oe done; it thou wilt direct me to any 
place to ſpread the glory of thy holy and ve- 
nera ble name, Ecce ancilla Domini, be hould thy 
handmaid ready at thy call. Finally whatloc- 
ver may be molt pleafing in thy fight, though 
molt contrary to my lenlc,let that betall me. 
Theſe and ſuch like deuout ſpetches would 
our Bleſſed Macparen like fiery dattes ſend 


vp to heauen vnto her Miiſter , who was not 


abſent from her, & thus ſpend her time both 
day aud night vntill by the direction of the 
holy Ghoſt they were all brought ſaf ly into 


France, and there landed at Marſelles. 


5. Long time was the Al ke of Nut toſſed 
H 3 vpon 
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vpon the huge waters of the Deiuge, vntill at 
length, the mercy of A:mighty God, ouer- 
flowing his luſtice, he withdrew his wrath» 
full rcucnge , and the Arck reſted yponp the 
mountaynes of Armenia. Long had our Blcl- 
ſed Pilgrime byn toſſed inthe dangerous ſeas, 
vnt ill at the length the mercyfull band of hex 
loving Maiſter, brought her*to the moun- 
taynes of Marſilis, where after (he had concut- 
red to the conuerſion of thoſe Countryes, end 
ſpread ber Maiſters heausly doctrine in thoſe 
parts, ſhe choſe her ſelfe a little habitation, 
where for the (pace of thirty yeares the liued 


in contemplation of the diuine myſteries oh 


the l:fe and Paſſion of her deareſt Lord and 
Saviour as anone we ſhall (cc, | 


THE 
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: | THE SIXTH 

*« |[DAYESIOVRNEY. 
r= Of ber Pennance in the Deſart . 

e How Bleſſed Magdalen ginc hey ſelfe wholy 
ns 10 a Conte mplatine life. | 
ed. CHAP.I. 


Y thediuine ſentence of our Sa- 
KY viours mouth, our Bleſſed Pil- 
© YG grime bad choſen the beſt part, 
dat is to fit at his ſacred feet, 
and heare his diuine Sermons; 
and now ſhe is gone to fly as it were out of 
IE | the world after him, and in this remote and 
| hidden place, to giue her ſelfe wholy vnto 
the ſweet contemplation of his myſterious 
Life and Paſſion ,and vnite her ſelfe fo per- 
fectly with him, that ſhe might therby make 
that happy part which ſhe had choſen ſo ſure, 
'Y as it ſhould neuer be taken from her. 
3. The cauſe and manner of our Bleſſed 
Hz Ma G- 
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MAaGDALENs choſing this place, I find writ- 
ten by Silueſter ( in Roſa au ea] a graue Author 
thus: So grcat was the fauout , and reſpect, 
which the people began t beate vnto this 
Bleſſed Saint , attet thoſe Countryes were 
copuetted , that our holy Pilgrime was thin- 
king with her ſelic very leriouſſy how ſhe 
might auoidſuch popular app auſe, which 
ſhedid as catefullyſeeke to ſhunne , as others 
do diligently ſecke and huat after. And be- 
hould her deare Mailtcr was nothing wan- 
ting to her good delires , for ſhe was miracu- 
louſly taken and caried to the (aid deſart, and 
placed before the mouth ofa vaſt Caue, which 
afterward ſhe liued in, where no leſſe mira- 
culouſly ſhe was defended from enemous 
and poyſoning ſerpents, and by S. Michael yn- 
derſtood that it was the will of het ſweet Ix· 
SYS, that ſhe ſhould ſerue him there in that 
ſort, & that ſhe ſhould be a rare Patterne and 
ſingular Example of tue pennance ynto all 
polterity. | 
Wherfore Bleſſed Macnaren behol» 
ding her ſelfe in the fafe ereuiſes of this rocke 
free from all acceſſe, the gaue moſt harty 
thankes vnto her Lord and Maiſter , defiring 


that he would vouchſafe to yield her a flow- 


ing fountaine cf water thereout , which 
by 


* 
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by her humble catreaty and deuout praycrs 
ſhe obtayned. Then aboue a thouſand euill 
ſpirits enuy ing at her great happynes, viſibly 
appeared, and in the Hebrew tongue began 
to make molt ſweet and mclodious harmony; 
which, When mare diligent ly the did harken 
yoto , hearing them ſay that the mult not v 

much prayer, ſuſpect ing them to be (as 
indeed they were ) diuells, che crieꝗ out to her 
Izzys, &pteſently S. Michael was preſent with 
his army, ſaying, Adſum Magd. lena. ne tima: I 
am here MaobalN, teare uot : ho cxpelled 
all her euemyes, and letther free from all mo- 


leſtatiog , where after ward ſhe liued as in a 


Paradiſe, and was rapt leauen tymes in 4 
day, to heare the celeſtiall muſick of the An- 
geen pra) ſes vnto Almighty Cod: 
Where our Sauiour did appeate vnto her, an 
did comfort her, and in the {ſpace of thirty 
yeares , which ſhe liued in that deſert, he ap- 
peared vnto her an bundred and ten times. 
All this and much more you may tead in the 
Author aforeſaid, teuealed by her ſelfe vato 
a holy man called Elia. 


4- 
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123 C. Mary Macdddew 
the excellency of Pennance , and how 


gratefull 4 Sacrifice it "us unto Al- 
mighty Gd. | 


CHAP. II. 


F a man ſhould fall into ſome daungerous 
I diſeaſe , whereby he ſhould be brought to 
ſuch an eſtate, that nothing could be expected 
but dearh;that antidote, doubtleſſe, would be 
accompted excellẽt, which ſhould bring with 
ita preſent remedy, If one ſhould be bitten 
with ſome veyemous beaſt; that would be 
thought the chiefeſt coũterpoyſon that ſhould 


preſently cure it. Finally if one ſhould fall in- 
to ſome hideous pit, or deep dungeon wher- 


out there were no hope at all to eſcape by his 
pwnediligence;he ſhould be eſteemed a faith- 
full friend who ſhould releaſe him from this 
extreme miſery, But alas, what diſcaſe may 
be compared to a Morrall Sinne, what ſtin- 
ging Viper ſo dangerous, or what danger of 
- miſcry ſo much to be lamented ; and therfore 
the vertue of pennance much to be eſteemed, 
which is the only Medicine to cure this di- 
ſcale, the only Antidote againſt this poyſon, 

and the ſole refuge to get forth ofthis dread- 

full depth of miſcry & ſinne. All men (except 


by 


© 
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by ſome particular. priuzledges) are concea- 
ued and borne in ſiune, for remedy u hereof 
Chriſt bath left che Sacrament of Baptiſme 
in his Church, whereby the ſoule is inueſted 
With the nupt iall garment of Grace. Where= 
fore if this garment be once ſpotted or ſtay- 
ned with the b emi , or mackle of mortall 
ſiane, there js no other remedy, but the water 
of true pennance to wah it out, and there- 
fore by the Fathers it is called the ſecond Table 
after iprack, tor vnleſſe they lay hand vpon 
this table of wholeſome pennance, they finck 
downe into the bottomeles pit of eternall 
perdition. | 

2. The Cherubim that kept the gate of Pa- 
tadiſe is (aid to haue had a word, yea anda 
tyery ſword, and that it was continually in 
motion, to giue vs to ynderſtand, that vnto 
Paradiſe there is no acceſle but by woundes, 
hy mortificatio,by afflict ion, & by the ſword 
of pennance, which is alſo a fycry ſword: for 
as fyte doth both hurne and giue light, euen 
ſo true pennance doth burne vp the ſinnes ic 
ſindeth, and beſides giueth vs light to walke 
in the path and tight way to Heauen: and 
therfore it is in continual motion, to ſigni- 
fy that none can enter, but they muſt be tou- 
ched by it, And that our Sauiqur * 

aith, 
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ſaith, Niſi pamtemiam egeritis omnei ſimul peribith; 
Vuleſſe you do pennance you ſhail periſh cue- 
ry one. T'herfore for our example, the three 
Kings after they had found our Saviour , he 
taught them to returne voto their Country 
another way, Per aliam viam reuerſi ſunt in regio- 
nem ſuam : that by this we who haue left our 
Couutty (to wit Paradiſe) through Pride, 
Diſobedience, Auarice, and the like, muſt b 
the contrary vertues of Humility, Obedi- 
ence, Liberality, and ſuch like, ioyned with 
Pennance, retotirne vnto it. And this is the 
gratefull Sacrifice that appeaſeth the wrath 
of God, as the Kingly Prophet by experience 
teacherh ; Sacrifictam Deo ſpirits contribulates : cor 
contritum & humiliatum Dew nondeſpicies A Sacri- 
tice to God is a, troubled ſpitit: an humble 
and contt ite hatt (o God ) thou wilt not def. 
pile. © 
3- Which may very well be confirmed 
by the Parable of the loſt ſheep , which the 
ſheephard taketh ypon'his back, and calleth 
his neg} bours rogearher torcivyce with him 
for that be hath found the ſheep which was 
loft . And n>reouer he auerreth that, gaudium 
angelorum eſt inc elo ſuper vno peccatore pœnitentiam 
gente, That the Angells in heauen reĩoyce at 
the conucriion of one ſinner, more then at 
5 many 
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many other quit hat need not repentance. 
What meancth alſo the louing receite of the 
prodigall.child, but the great loue where- 
with Almighty God reccaueth finners, when 
they come yato him with true repentance ? 
This wasthe continuall cry of the holy Bap- 
tilt in tie d ett; this the matter of our Saui- 
our bis Secmons; this the all- arme of the A- 

les atter Chriſt his Death, Reſurrection 
and Aſcenſion; finally this the only remedy 
o a wounded ſoule . * 

4. What changed Zacchew from the Prince 
of the Publicans, to a follower of Chriſt, but 
Pennance? By this the other Publican 8. M. 
thew was made a great Saint and a worthy 
Apoſtle. By this the good thiefe deſetued to 
heare, This. day thou thalt be with me in Paradiſe. 
By this the notable perſccutorof che Church 
Saul, becamę a Paul, the Apoltle and Doctour 
of the world. Fnally by this our Bleſſed 
MacpaLen of a ſinfull woman became to fol- 
low Cur rsT , and became ſo rare a Saint, ſo 


' gfcata: Penirent, and ſo much eſteemed of 


Carisr , arid honoured of all; who was not 
only content with the inward ſorrow and 
pov of her ſinnes, by which ſhe obtayned 
orgiuenes therof , but now ſhe chooſeth a 
place, where the may [till weep and bewayle 
a them 


— 
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them vntill her dying day; and where the 
may afflict and puniſh her lelfe, od gine moſt 
humble thankes vnto her Lord and Maiſter, 
who dealt ſo mercitully with her, when he 
ſaid, remittuntur tibi peccata tua; thy ſinnes arc 
forgiuen thee. Therfore no meruaile if with 
this guide the became ſo famous a Courtierof 
Heauen , worthy to be viſited ſo often, not 


only by Angells ſeauen times a day, but by 


our Sauiour himſelſe an hundred and ten 
times, as before I have noted. Thus excellent 
is the vertue of Pennance, and thus grateſull 
in the ſight of God: therfore mult be eſlee- 
med of all, ſought of all, by the rate example 
of this Bleſſed Saint, home Cunxtsr hathk 
left vs, to the end, that we may follow her 
happy ſteps, to his honour and glory, and our 
owe cternall happynes. 9 Ly 


How fit a place of Fennance Bleſfed Ma g- 
| dalen did chooſe. | 
CHAP. III. 


Hrice happy Saint, thy part r iudg'd thebeff 
vy ben at the feet of Chrift tl ou ſu'ft ſecare, 
In :haddow of ih Allmightyrocke to reſt , 
From whence no ſweet-tun'd Svrens conld allure . 
That Rocke with milke and hom vid abound: 
But in this Rocks what pleaſure to bo found? 4 
T 


* 
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Thebardeft lene lieu of bedds of doune 


Muſt ſerue , and hunger for the chidſeft meate , 

| The cragg) Rocke it ſelſe doth ſeeme to ſrowne , 

That any thitber come to chooſe their ſeate ; 
The place ſorelorne, cold, barren, all things ſcaut, 
On a great aboundance of all want. 


PP bat flrong elefion , what yuwonted choyce 

Caus'd , or compell'd thee thus to take thy flight , 

Both from the world , and ſrom the very yoyce 

Of bumane conuer ſation, bamsht quite? ( winger 
V bat wrought this ſuddain change, what Eagles 
Can mount thee thas aboue all earthly thinges 


Ab pardon gracious Pilgrime , now Tſee 
The chiefef reaſon of thy wondrow qþoyce ; 
Loue ioyn d with Pennance thus have mounted thee 
VV tb Chrift to ſpeaks, with Angells.co reioyce; 
. Seauen tymes a day by ſorce of loue aſcending , 
VV ub troupes of Angells at thy ſide attending. 


O happy Rocke from whence this ſacred Doue , 
Did take ber ſlight to view that ſtatly tower; 
VPhere for reward, and guerdov of ber Lone , 


|| She built her ſelſe an everlaſting bower . 


Thus ſeeing ill abe lones, and loxing taſt 
That heauenl/ ford, which euermore ahal laff . 


if 
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If barren Rockes haue melied with 1 Ir 
And hardeſt ones growne ſoft where theu didft a 
Sith nougbi but bardues in my hart appeares , 
V ouchfaſe thu fauoar , graunt me this requeſt: 
I hat in thu craggie Roc be ani flonie hart 
Of myne, thou wilt accept the better part. 


And frame it ſo, that like the monrning Doue 

It may lament «hat erſt i done amiſſe ; 

And burning thus in flamgs of he auerly lone , 
Ir may deſerue a portion of that Bh, 
Pp here mw l\ath plac'dthee f Pleſſed Sealers 
— foules who ander in the night. 
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9 K. IOVRNEY, 
rom ſolitary Pennance, to Erer- 
nal Happynes. 


How Bleſſed Magdalen knew ſhe was to tes 
A* this life . Aad how "ſhe receiued the 
| 13 Ane TIE 


e 0 NCERNING \thisfat 10 peſog 
ol our deuout & happy Pilgrime 
5) thus writeth Vilegas u graue and 

Le itned Docteur cut uf others 

Sint MANY MaGpaLen after ſbe 
bad conuerted mam ſoules vntp God, retired 
ber ſelfe into 2 cut of the deſort, where ſhe 
led a N the ſpate bf thirty yeates 
dr tete abode ker diet was herbes & roots: 
her clothes were l conſumed, but God co- 


bete her wich ber owe N Shi — 
te 


120 S. Mary Mazdalens ; 
ted vpin the ayre by Aageis tcauen tymes in 
the day and night, and during that tyme ſhe 
heard Celeſtiall harmony. This was ſeen at 
the end of thirty yeares ( after ſhe had retyred 
her ſelfe) by a Prieſt who was gone into the 
ſame deſart toſerue God . M 0,4 Le xtold 
him who ſhe was, and deſited him 
to 8. Maximinm, and to with.bim from her 
to come alone yato the Church on Sunday 

following at the houre of Mattins . The 

Prieſt did as the holy Saint willed him, & 8. 

Maximinu reioyced greatly at this new em- 

baſſige. Sunday came, and he at the houre ” 

poynted went to the Church, where he 

found 8. Mart MacpaLzn in the middeſt 

of many Angels eleuated two cubits from the 

ground, making het prayer with her armes 

{pread abroad. Ihe holy Biſhop gaue her the 

Bleſſed Sacrament, whichaftcr ſhe had tecea- 
ued very reuerently and dcuoutly, the gaue yp 

the ghoſt ; the Angells caried her ſoule igto 

heaucn with great joy; and her body was 

buried in the ſame place. Thusfarre Vill. 

2+ By which we may gather the great 


lou: and ſingular fauours of dur Bleſſed Saai- 
our to his devour. Penitent Neither was it In; 


ſufficient with ſo many particular priuiledges 


to grace her, and ſo often to viſit her, * 
that 
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that he would allo let her vnderſtand before 
of her death, that ſhe might come and atme 
her ſelfe wich that ſacred food and like ano- 
ther Elia valiantly paſſe the reſt of her iorney 
and Pilgrimage, now growing towards an 
end and ſo giue vp her Bleſſed Soule into the 
hands of her louing Maiſter, who ſo greatly 
loued her, ſo ſtrongly guarded her, and now 
fo louingly inuiteth her. Of Meyſes the great 
ſeruant of Allmighty God it is ſaid , Mortuw 
of Moſes ſeruus Dez iubente Domino: Moyles the 

eruant of God departed this life, our Lord 

commaunding it. So may we ſay ot our Bleſ- 
ſed Pilgrime , Mortuaeft Magdalena diſcipula Chri- 
fi, jubente Domino: that Moba the Diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt died at his commaund. For 
having receiued the Ble ſſed Sicrament, in fol- 
ding 4. facred Body in the armes of her lon- 

zing loule, alrogeather inflamed with divine 

oue, now with the Spoule crying out tenu?, 
nec dimittam, that the had her Beloved , nor 
would the ſtay behind him any longer, and 
he moned with the Tonging defire of this 


| [happy Pilgrime , denied not her ſore, but 


granted her demaund, and tocke her with 
im into eternall bliffe and happynes. 


I 2 Of. 
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of the greatnes of the glory of Bleſſed Mag- 


-. dalen iz Heauen 
CHAP. II. 


I; is not my intention in this Chapter ei- qu 
ther rathly to deſigne what degree ofglor 
our Bleſſed Map AEN hath in the Celettiall 
Court, or contentioully to ſtriue to place het m 
aboue other Saints; but only to ptoue that tu 
ſhe bath a great Crowne in Heauen, and that] for 
I know no true Chriſtian will denie. Cl 
2. Wherforc let vs ſee what pregnant] Al 
reaſons we can produce to thew the greatnes] Ct 
of the glory of this Bleſſed Saint. Firld it is a] do! 
certayne and intallible ground, thatGlory is vs, 
giuen according to the Charity that eucry} thi: 


one hath, and accorging to the greatnes off he | 
their Charity they ſhall. ſhine cucry, one inf bei: 
their degree, as S. Paul writeth ; alia claritaf cõc 
ſolis , alia claritas luna, alia c laritas ſlellarum: flell yet 
enim diſſert 4 flella in claritate, fic & reſurtetiſ ther 
mortuorum .T here is one clearnes of the ſunne 

another of the Moone , and another of thy der i 
Starres: for as one ſtatre differrcth from an and 
other in brighenes, fo alſo doth the, reſut Chr 


rection of the dead. And . Auguſime ſaythſ be ls, 
Promiſſa eſt dinerſa ſpecies claritatis, quia diuerſa ſuſ of C. 
ö mer. 


th 
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merita charmatu, tuete is promiſed a difference 
kind of brightnes, becauſe there be diueis me- 
rites of Charity: and to this purpole 8. Hie- 
rome, and diuers others intcrprete that of the 
Prophet Daniel: Qui autem docti ſuerint, fulgebunt 
quaſi ſplendor rmamenti, & qui ad iuſtitiam trudiant 
multos , quaſi ſtella in perperuas atermtates. I he 
learned thall ſhine as the brighenes of the Fir- 
manent, and they who induce others to ver- 
tue, like ſtarres for euer. The crowne there- 
fore is giuen according to the meaſure of 
Charity. Morcouer the diuine Wiſedome of 
Allmighty God doth manifeſt vnto his 
Church many tymes by particuler tauours 
done vnto Saints, whiltit they liue amongſt 
vs, how great they are in his fight, and by 
this giueth vs to geſſe at the glorious crowne 
he hath prepared for them in Heauen. This 
being ſo, though no humane wit is able to 
cõceiuethe glory of the leaſt Saint in Heauen, 
yet by theſe aforſaid ſignes we may perec iue 
them beyond our reach,and ſoadmyre them, 
3- If then on the one ſide we will conſi- 
der the rare vertues of our Bleſſed Pilgrime, 
and eſpecially her burning loue, which ( as 
Chriſt himſelfe itneſſet h) was great. becauſe 
the loved much; and againe the ſingular favours 


: ſu of Chriſt ſhe wed vnto her, euen in this liſe, 


r 
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we may eaſily imagine what place he hath 
teſerued for her in heauen which ſhe now in- 
ioyeth. By loue ſhe obt ay ned a full remiſſion 
of all her finnes;by Loue ſhe followed Chtiſt, 
giuing him both her ſelfe, and what ſhe had 
(being very rich.) Loue placed her at the foot 
of the Croſſe to ſee him dye; Loue made her 
ſecke him dead, w be ſhe knew him not aliue; 
Loue made her not to feare the dangers of the 
raging ſeas; Love ledd her. into the filent 
deſatt; Lowe brought our Sauiour ſo often 
gowne voto her; Loue mounted her ſo often 
to heatę the heauenly melodie and harmony 
of glory; and finally Loue hath caried her to 
Eternall bliſſe, and crowned her with a glo- 
rious diademe of neuer- ending happines. 

4. O Bleſled Sauiour, true ſheepheard 
of ſoules, and ſweet ſollace of wretched ſin- 
ners , I giue thee moſt humble and harey 
thankes for all theſe benefits, & tender Louc 
ſhewed vato this moſt happy Woman . Pray- 
ſed be thy Name for euermoreʒ let thy infinite 
Wiledome ſhine to the worlds end ʒlet thy 
vnſpeakeable mercy euer be pronounced a- 
boue all thy workes; let thy powerfull and 
Allmighty hand be knowne to al weake and 
feeble ſinners, that taking hold vypon that 
bappy rocke, by example of this penitent Pil- 
F orime, 
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Feng may cic· pe the d. ugerous gulfe of 
ane, and bottomeles pit of Eieraalſ perdi- 
tion. O holy MacpaLen ,o glorious Saint, 
o happy Pilgrime, bchold f haue inquired 
aftet thee, I haue followed thee with my 
penne further, then (alas) with my body 1 
am able to aſcend : thou art ſecure, I in feare; 
thou in the ſafe hauen, I in the tempeſtuous 
ſea ; thou in quiet reſt, I in pexpetuall labour. 
Help o Bleſſed Saint with thy potent pray- 
ers, that I may ouercome the feare, eſcape the 
dangers, profit in my labours , and at the 
length come vato thee, Amen. 


of ſome Myracles, teſtifying the Sanity ; 
: of Bleſſed Magda en. * 


CHAP. III. 


He feaſt ofthis Bleſſed Saint is celebra- 

ted on the22 . day of Iuly , which was 
the day ofherdeath in the yeare of our Lord 
64.and in the tyme of the Emperout Domitia- 
nw. In a Monaſtery of S. Dominick: Order in 
thoſe parts, as Surius and Villegas witnes out of 
Syluefter Pierius, are moſt certayne teſtimonyes 
of her Sanctity. There is ſhewed the head of 
this holy Saint ; it hath on the forehead ſome 


skin, and there appeareth the place where 
| I 4 | our 
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our Saujour touched her with his finger in 
the Garden, when he ſaid, nol: me tangere;there 
is alſo ſeene an atnie of this tioly Saint, and 
ſome of her hayres in a veſſell of glaſſe; the 
reſt of her Body is thete kept in a ſiluer 
Shryne. * | 
2. There is alſo ſcenein 4 glaſſe a little 
earth ſomewhat redd, which as it is ſaid, 
Bleſſed Macparen gathered at the foot of the 
Croſſe , when Itsvs CH rsr was crucificd 
thereon; The Religious men of that Covent 
affirme, thatcuery yeare on Good Friday. the 
ſaid bloud mingled with the earth doth ſeem 
to boyle. And the moſt of theſe things ſhe re- 
uealed her (clfe ynto Charles the ſecond Kin 
of Sicilie, in the yeare of our Lord 1279. whom 
ſhe miraculouſly deliuered out of priſon, and 
brought him home to Narbona, telling him 
where, and by what ſignes he ſhould find out 
her Reliques, which in tyme of Warre, for 
feare of being abuſed by the enemyes, had byn 
hydden and tranſported , all which with a 
gratefull mynd he did fullfill, as the (aid Au- 
thors write. Many alſo be the myracles and 
benefits that God hath wrought in this & o- 
ther places,by the interceſſion of the glorious 
Saint S. Mary MaAcpaLEN vnto many de- 
your perſons , whome ſhe hath deliuered 1 
0 
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of danger both ot body AER. . 
One notable thing I read, which ma- 
keth greatly to het glory, Written by Suriw, in 
the lite of S. Catherine of Siena, and this it is. 
Ona tyme our Bleſſed Sauiour with his Vir- 
gin Mothcr appeared yntothis worthy Saiot 
and holy Virgin, togeather with S. Maxy 
Mago te, & pro eius conſolatione ſaith Sut jus) 
voluit eamipſam Beatiſimam Magd. lenam eſſe or 
matrem : for the conſolation and comfort o 
Saint Catherine, he would haue the molt Blefs 
ſed MAcDaLeNn to be her Mother. And how 
. a gitt this was vnto her, the words 
ollowing do reftify : Fuit hoc ſancta V irgini gra- 
nſſumnm . & cum multa bunilitate ſe ili commenda« 
bat, atg, deinceps ſemper eum matrem dicebat ſuam: 
This was moſt gratefull ynto the holy Vir- 
gin, and with great humility ſhe vled to com- 
metid her ſel fe ynto her, and euer ftet wards 


\ Called her Mother: and was alſo a great imi- 


*atour of her, eſpecially in diuine contem- 
Ar & perfect loue with Chaisr, till her 
ying day. 

4. Neither is it much that this Bleſſed 
Saint Catherine did ſo greatly eſtee me her, and 
call her Mother, ſince the Catholike Church 
teacheth ys all to do the like: 


15 574 


1:8 S. Mary Md; 
Pia mater & bunulu, *© 
Nature memor fragilu, 
In butws vite fluctib us 8 
Nos rege tui precibus. 


Pions and humble Mother deare, 

_ Remember vs of brittle mold; 
And in theſe ſtormy waues of feare, 
Vs orphans with thy prayers vp hold. 


hich title of Mother Ido not find to be given 
ay other Saint (the Bleſſed Virgin excep- 
ted) in reſpect of the vniuetſall Church, but 
yato her. Ther fore if we be in the Catholike 
Church, we muſt haue Bleſſed Macnalten 
for out Mother: and doubtles if we behaue our 
ſelues as true children, ſhe will ſhew her ſelfe 
a moſt tender Mother indeed, and manifeſt her 
trueſt loue and affect ĩon ynto vs. And this is 
the realon why I do not maruell, that I find 
ſo many deuoted to this glorious Saint zſome 
becauſe they haue been great ſinners, others 
becaule ſhe loued much , and all becauſe ſhe 
3s our Mother. And if any ſhould befound who 
are not deuout vnto her, it procedetheither 
of Pride, that they acknowledg not tbem- 
ſclues ſinners, nor thinke to ſtand in need of 
ſuch a Patroneſſe; or elſe of Iagratitude, not 
to be myndſull ot ſo louing a Mother, giuen 
them 


go” WW, OO & MY = Ye 


Pilgrimage to Paradiſe. 139 
them by the H ol5 Church ; or laſtly of Igno- 
rance,that they know her not to be the mo- 
ther of all ſinners: which ignorance Iwill 
calily pardon if heereafter they will amend. 
5. Thus haue I endeauoured to the vtters 
molt of my power, to paynt forth the vertucs 
of this happy Pilgrime. And well I ſay to 
paint, for as paynting is but a ſhaddow of 
what indeed it repreſenteth ; ſo whatſoever I 
haue ſaid, or can write in the largeſt volumes, 
are but ſhaddo ws, and repreſcatations of ber 
true and ſolide Vertues : which I muſt needs 
acknowledg as farre beyond my reach, as a 
liue man is to be preferred before one that is 

aynted. And if there be any thing in this 
Ereatile that may ioduce any one to follow 
Vertue, & fly Vice by her example, the prog 
be to Allmighty God, and to this Bleſſed 
Saint. If any thing, that may ſeeme to breed 
either ſcandall or offence, I defire pardon, ho- 
ping my good intcntion may excuſe me. 


A DIA- 


DATE 


WR 2 
A DIAL OGYVE 
BETWENE A DEVOVT SINNER 
and his Patroueſſe Saint 


MART MAGDATLEN-. 


SINNER, (ws, 
An wanton Poets with their y * 
0 5 to the toppe of bigh Parna 


VO bumor pleaſe, & ſatiſy their 4 
And at 0 Muſes ſountayne learne their skill; 
Ile change this courſe, lle clymbe « bolter moũtayne, 
Ile ſceke a happier Muſe , a better fount anne. 


Sweet MAGDALEN the Mother of my Hart, 
Be thou the Muſe , the Fountayne , and the Hill; 
Some reliques of thy tearesto me impart, 
That mourning I may ſigh, and weep my fil, 
For good omitted, and commuted ill. 

A fault once done can hardly be amended 


Only by ſorrow that we haue offented. 
; Ma GDAs 


LE AS. © 


2 1 parade. * 


MaGpAsLien:. 


S. Vy ho ſpeakes + M. Thy 2 C. bar win? 
M. Heere by thee . 
S. And thy deare Maifter , where ae? u. in. 
S. I athe to follow him. M. Heria unt demethbes . 
S. Ab, but 1 baue offended bim. M. Be ſory. 
Aber 0 Markt — Paly + 


Lone rayſeth teaves » by tearerioneHl incredſeth; 
rr ceaſeth .. © 


8. I callto mynd when firſt thendid'ft beginue , N 
To was his ſac tad ſeet withflaods of teure; 
M. Do thou the like,bewayle , lament thy ſiune, 
Let hope ſupport thy hart , abandon cry : 
In this thy loue, in this thy griefe appear, 

And being ſi freedf, from bondage , not backe, 


But follo:6 Chrift ;and ſcetę ſor what choulacke , 


Sit at the Croſſe and weepe to ſee him ſlayne , 
/ bo for thy laue bis life efterm'd u naught; 
, To 


. 


142 S. Mary Magdalen 

To fit and mourne with bum do not diſdaync, 

VV bo thee , loſt theep, through all tbe world bath ſought, 

And with Lispriceleſſe precious bloud bath bought. * 
Vicw bim ypon the Croſſe , and chooſe” this part, 
Then take lum downe , and bury hum in thy bart, 


There will be teach thee how to lone him beſt , 
le in thy bart ſo lowingly is plac't; 
Thy conſcience then with quietnes and reſt , 
Tiy bart with io and comfort thall be grac't; 
All ruines sball be rays'd that were defac't. 
Take courage, with my ſuffrage ile deſend thee , 
And at the boure of death 1 will attend thee . 


$ Falſe world, all eertbly things ſarawell, adieu; 
Too long intangled inthy nets , and ſnares 
I firuggled to be free ; but now to view © 
A fajrer Citiy do | bend my cares: 
V bo beaten is by tyme, in tyme bemares. 
To thee my ſelſe 1 giue ſweet Saint, hrere take me; 
I vow , in life or death ile neere for ſake thee. 
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